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MAYOR’S NEWSLETTER
April 30, 2022
Dear Friends and Neighbors:
I am pleased to provide the Mayor’s Newsletter designed to highlight and inform our residents with
information on the activities and events taking place in Closter. My door is always open, so please feel free
to contact me at 201-784-0600 x 500 with concerns or suggestions.
Announcements

“International Firefighters Day” is Wednesday, May 4th

We invite everyone to “Share a Firefighter Thank You”! A simple act of kindness is sometimes all it takes
to brighten someone’s day and let them know that they matter. For creative and compassionate kids (and
adults) who want to let our Closter Volunteer Firefighters know that we are grateful for everything they do,
we invite them to draw, color and share their “thank you” with the Closter Volunteer Fire Dept. by emailing
a photo of your artwork to secretary@closterfd.org and using on social media with the hashtag
#WeThankClosterFD. We will share your works of art on our website and social media on May 4, 2022 to
raise spirits and celebrate firefighters everywhere. For the less artistic who still want to participate, you may
use the coloring page at https://tinyurl.com/cfdcolor.

New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission: Mobile Unit
Closter will be hosting the NJ Motor Vehicle Commission’s Mobile Unit on Thursday, May 5th between
10am and 2pm (weather permitting). The MVC Mobile Unit will be in the parking lot directly behind
Borough Hall. Registration is required! . The NJMVC services will include Driver Licenses, Non-Driver
ID, Registrations, surrender license plates, Placards and up to 12 Real ID applications. MVC services are
provided by APPOINTMENT ONLY.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY USING THE GOOGLE LINK BELOW:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj8hypIfc4IVSjxTaMHAgErIa6pW8aqj_z5pJF6_2x978L9g/vi
ewform?usp=sf_link
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A Tribute to Edward T. Rogan
All are invited on Saturday, May 7th at 12:30 pm as the Borough of Closter pays tribute to its longtime
friend, neighbor, volunteer and colleague, Edward T. Rogan. This tribute will be held at the Closter Fire
Department. Ed served the Borough as a volunteer on numerous boards and commissions, Councilman, two
terms as Mayor and most recently, Closter Borough Attorney.
Teterboro Aircraft Noise Over Closter
As many Closter residents are aware, there has been a large increase in the number of noise complaints due
to low flying aircraft over Closter. As such, I have been in touch with the Federal Aviation Administration
and Teterboro Airport to apprise them of our concerns. I have been advised that there are two main reasons
for the increase in low flying aircraft in our area. The first is that about 18 months ago there were revisions
made to traffic patterns at Teterboro due to a change in major navigational aids used by pilots. The second is
that one of the two runways (Runways 6-24 and 10-19) at Teterboro is shut down for repairs.
Several years ago a committee was formed of the Mayors of the towns in Bergen County that are affected. It
is called TANAAC (Teterboro Aircraft Noise Abatement Advisory Committee). This committee meets on a
monthly basis to advise the FAA and Teterboro of noise complaints and possible solutions. I feel confident
the FAA and Teterboro are cognizant of the issue and are searching for ways to alleviate this problem. We
are told that when the repairs are completed for the one runway presently shut down, we will get some relief.
The longer-term problem of traffic patterns will take longer to fix.
I urge all Closter residents to call the Teterboro Noise Hotline (201-288-8828) whenever you experience
unacceptable noise from low flying aircraft. This will assure Closter being treated fairly in future changes in
aircraft patterns to Teterboro. I will update residents in this Newsletter as I receive more information.
New Jersey Plastic Bag Ban
The Environmental Commission reminds residents and business owners that effective May 4th, NJ Law will
ban single-use plastic bags at all retail stores, food service businesses and grocery stores as well as paper
bags at grocery stores at or larger than 2500 square feet. The law also bans food service businesses from
providing polystyrene foam food products. Let’s all get used to bringing out own bags and do our part to
help reduce plastic waste in our environment!
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A Message from the Tax Collector’s Office
Second Quarter 2022 Taxes are due by Tuesday, May 10, 2022. Property tax payments can be made online
by visiting the Borough’s website at www.closternj.us. Another payment alternative is to leave your
payment in the silver TAX drop box on the wall located in the Lewis St. vestibule of Borough Hall (please
do not leave cash; it will not be accepted at this time).
“Tree City USA”
22nd Year of Recognition
Closter is proud to once again receive the distinguished recognition as a Tree City USA community. The
Borough has received the “Tree City USA” recognition for 22 consecutive years in large part to the consistent
efforts of the Shade Tree Commission, which includes stewardship of Closter’s street trees, an annual Arbor
Day Celebration at our schools and more recently, the Arbor Day Poster Contest.
Closter Waterway Project ~ Community Project Funding 2023
The Borough is facing an unprecedented need to secure the funding that will enable the Borough to develop
the necessary revitalization plans to address the cumulative impact of storms which have significantly
impacted Closter’s waterways. It should be understood that Closter has many waterways which would impact
a large number of the Borough’s 2500 homes. Securing funding to obtain the necessary resources for the
Waterway Project is earnestly being pursued by a team of Borough professionals. As I am certain you are
aware, a project of this magnitude requires a global coordination effort to secure funding, develop
engineering plans, secure the required DEP permits and secure the contractors.
The Borough of Closter has applied for federal funding under the “Community Project Funding 2023”
application of which our Congressional Representative, Congressman Josh Gottheimer, is a member of the
appropriations committee. The Community Project Funding 2023 request will provide the Borough with
funding needed to revitalize and revamp Closter’s waterways.
Closter residents can assist with the Borough’s request for federal consideration by contacting our federal
representative. The Borough of Closter’s Community Project Funding 2023 Application was submitted
through Congressman Josh Gottheimer’s office.
Please consider reaching out to Closter’s Congressional representative and requesting the Borough of
Closter’s Community Project Funding 2023 Application be approved. Congressman Josh Gottheimer’s email
is GottheimerAppropriations@mail.house.gov or 201-389-1101. Please consider visiting Congressman
Gottheimer’s website, https://gottheimer.house.gov, for additional contact information. Together we can
work to address the needs of our Community.

Belskie Museum of Art & Science – The NEW Virtual Gallery
The Belskie Museum of Art & Science is delighted to announce the launch of its Virtual
Gallery. The museum’s Virtual Gallery is an on-line art exhibit designed to feature an array of local artists
on a monthly rotation and bridge the museum’s temporary closure of in-person exhibits due to Covid-19.
Access to the Belskie’s Virtual Gallery is conveniently available 24/7; simply log on to the Belskie’s
website, https://www.belskiemuseum.com and enjoy!
Located adjacent to the Closter Public Library, the Belskie Museum of Art & Science was founded by the
Closter Lions Club to preserve, house and exhibit the works of Abram Belskie, a sculptor, medical illustrator,
and resident of Closter. Upon completion of the museum in l993, the Closter Lions Club donated it to the
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Borough of Closter. The Belskie Museum is operated as a tax-exempt, non-profit corporation under the
direction of a six member Board of Directors appointed by the Borough of Closter, the Closter Lions Club,
and the Closter Library Board of Trustees. Funding is from grants, memberships, exhibitions and donations.
The museum is run solely through the efforts of volunteers.
Closter Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Corps – 2022 Fund Drive

Closter Public Library
The Closter Library is quite a busy place! New to the long list of cultural, recreational and educational
materials is the ability to borrow an I pad to connect with NJ Healthconnect. Please contact the library for
details on using this interactive NJ Health Connect service.
First Friday Flicks on Friday, May 1st features Death on the Nile at 1pm. The Short Story Club is being held
via Zoom on alternate Tuesdays, the Writing Club is held in person at the library from 5-8pm, Yoga and
Meditation are Wednesdays at 6pm; hybrid and in-person or virtual via Zoom – please contact the Library for
details. Mah Jongg is on Thursdays from 1-4pm, the Knitting and Craft Group meets on Thursdays from 23:30… bring your craft along and chat with like-minded folks! Zumba via Zoom takes place on Thursdays
from 4:30-5pm. So many activities to share, to read about and to schedule! The Library’s website is
complete with schedules and registration information. Please find a moment to visit the Library in person or
on line and sign up for these amazing programs. www.closterpubliclibrary.org
Library card holders may borrow a pass to the Storm King Art Center. Speaking of art, during the months of
May and June, The Art Beyond A Syndrome, the artworks of Closter resident Andrew Weatherly will be
featured on the Belskie Museum’s Art Wall located in the Closter Library.
Closter Nature Center
Mark your calendars!
Sunday, May 1st from 5-7pm “The Soup Supper” is BACK! After a 2-year hiatus due to Covid restrictions,
please join us for this tasty fundraiser. To donate soup, please call Adri Turrell at 201-768-3550.
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Saturday, June 4th from 1-4pm. Stop by our family-friendly “Pond Celebration” for our annual celebration of
nature and good vibes! There will be activities for children and the young-at-heart around and on the pond at
the Nature Center.
Spring classes are in full swing at the Closter Nature Center! Mrs. Wonderwhy is back with “Nature Fun
Fridays” for preschoolers and Nature Marc will roam our Nature Center looking for the mammals of Closter
with our after-school programs. Artistic middle-schoolers should check out our newest offering, “Art by the
Pond”. Registration is open! Learn more about our offerings at www.closternaturecenter.org. The CNC
May newsletter and more can be found on the CNC’s website, or for more information, please email
admin@closternaturecenter.org
Memorial Day 2022
As we approach Memorial Day, Monday May 30th, we are reminded of our
heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice defending our country in World War I,
World War II, Korea and Vietnam, along with our nation's fallen men and
women who died in all wars defending our freedoms.
The annual Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony is being held on Monday, May 30th. The parade will form
behind the Closter Borough Hall at 9:30am and step-off at 10:00am sharp. The parade will
proceed through the center of town, ending at Memorial Park on Harrington Ave. for the Memorial Day
Ceremony.
This year's Grand Marshall is American Legion member Joe Organo. Everyone is encouraged to participate –
create or sponsor a float, march with a group, antique cars, wave a flag as an onlooker and attend the
Memorial Ceremony. The Mayor’s Trophy, awarded for the best patriotic float or group marching in the
parade, will be awarded at the end of the Memorial Ceremony! Viewing the parade in the center of town,
waving an American flag and attending the Memorial Day Ceremony immediately after the parade (at
Memorial Park) is a great way to participate.
All organizations wishing to be involved in the Memorial Day Parade are encouraged and welcomed. Please
reach out to Jim Oettinger via email … joettinger@closternj.us.
Recreation
Baseball and Softball is in full swing now at most fields in Closter. Please consider stopping down and
seeing the kids play!
Saturday, May 7th is the Annual Joe Accordino Jr Memorial Fishing Contest co-sponsored by
the Closter Police (who do so much for our community) and the Closter Recreation Commission.
The contest takes place at Ruckman Pond and will start at 9am sharp until 12noon. Prizes will be awarded to
the children that catch the largest and most fish and a fun time is had by all. There is no fee for this fishing
contest and the pond will be stocked with fish prior to the event! We do ask that all children bring their own
fishing gear AND BAIT. A registration form will be available for the parents/kids to fill out prior to the
event. Please arrive by 8:45am for the start of the contest.
Keep an eye out in the coming months for concerts in the park at Memorial Park - Closter Lions Band shell,
starting in June. These are great nights out for family fun under the stars at Memorial Park.

Borough of Closter

295 Closter Dock Road

Closter New Jersey

Shade Tree Commission
This year marks the 150th Anniversary of Arbor Day; a perfect time to recognize the accomplishments
realized by our Shade Tree Commission. As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, this continued recognition
of maintaining the Tree City USA status requires a dedicated effort on many levels.
The STC has worked with our students for years planting trees at our schools, providing instruction and
hands-on experience, books for their libraries and an Arbor Day Poster Contest. This year, 30 students from
both schools, Hillside Elementary and Tenakill Middle, participated in the contest. Recognizing our students
for their accomplishments is one of the highlights of being Mayor! It is always a pleasure to participate in the
Arbor Day celebration with our students! Please visit the Borough’s website, www.closternj.us, to see their
work.
Thanks to the initiative of the STC, the Borough has been awarded a grant of up to $37,500 from the NJDEP
Division of Parks and Forestry for the purpose of conducting a comprehensive inventory of all of Closter’s
street trees. This project will enable the Borough to retain Closter’s streetscapes which enhance the real
estate values of our properties and to better manage one of the core requirements of the NJ Community
Forestry Management Plan.
Questions? Concerns? Please reach out to the STC via email at shadetree@closternj.us.
Closter Lustron House
Did you know that Closter has its own mid-century house museum? Transport yourself back in time to the
1950s and 1960s as you walk through this fully furnished home. Constructed on site in 1950, the Lustron
house is composed entirely of porcelain enameled steel, both inside and out, and there are only two such
homes in all of Bergen County. The Lustron House is listed on the State and National Registers of Historic
Places.
The Lustron House tour is free and open to the public, beginning Saturday, May 14th, every second Saturday
of each month from noon to 2pm. Volunteers from the Closter Historic Society will provide tours and
answer any questions. 421 Durie Avenue, Closter… the corner of Durie Avenue and Legion Place
~~~~~~~~~~
The Borough is moving forward in many positive directions. Volunteers are the backbone of any
community, and I encourage each of you to think of ways in which you can, as a volunteer, make a
difference in Closter.

All the Best,

________________
Mayor
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