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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
  REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021 - 7:30 P.M 
 
DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAS HELD BOTH 
TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. 
 
Those who wished to join via Zoom meeting including video were invited to do so by accessing the 
information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com 
and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the 
corresponding date. To join via Telephone Audio Only: TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  
864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Reorganization Meeting on Monday,  
January 4, 2021. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 

1.        PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
   
  Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Sine Die and Reorganization Meetings which was published in 
The Record on January 2, 2021 and will be published in The Star-Ledger on January 5, 2021; was posted 
on the Municipal Clerk’s Bulletin Board and has remained posted as the required notices under the 
Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office 
of the Municipal Clerk and on the Borough website. 

 
3 ROLL CALL 

 
The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Councilman-Elect Scott M. Devlin 
 Councilwoman-Elect Dolores A. Witko 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Councilpersons Alissa Latner, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 OEM Coordinator, James Winters 

 
4. INVOCATION 

 
 Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, no invocation was scheduled for this evening. 
 

5. ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE: 
 

a. COUNCILWOMAN-ELECT DOLORES A. WITKO – Edward T. Rogan, Mayor 
Emeritus and Borough Attorney, administered the Oath of Allegiance to Councilwoman Dolores A. 
Witko for a 3 year term to December 31, 2023. Mr. Rogan congratulated Councilwoman Witko and the 
Council and public offered a round of applause. 

 
b. COUNCILMAN-ELECT SCOTT M. DEVLIN – Assemblyman Gordon M. Johnson, 

Speaker Pro Tempore, 37th Legislative District, administered the Oath of Allegiance to Councilman Scott 
M. Devlin for a 3 year term to December 31, 2023. Assemblyman Gordon congratulated Councilman 
Devlin and the Council and public offered a round of applause. 

 
At this time, Assemblyman Johnson thanked all of the veterans who have served our country, 

including Mayor Glidden who piloted C130’s during Vietnam. He thanked all of the citizens who choose 
to serve in elected, appointed and volunteer capacities for their communities. Assemblyman Johnson felt 
confident that the citizens of Closter would be well served by their governing body and wished everyone 
well for 2021. He also thanked Borough Administrator Edward Hynes, also a Vietnam veteran, for his 
service. 

 
 
 

http://www.closterboro.com/
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6.        MAYOR GLIDDEN REMARKS 
   

 Mayor Glidden made the following remarks: 
 

Welcome to the annual Reorganization Meeting of the Borough of Closter. Tonight, we welcome 
the re-inauguration of Councilwoman Dolores Witko and Councilman Scott Devlin.  
 

January of 2021 marks the beginning of my seventh year in serving the Borough of Closter as 
your Mayor.  It is a tremendous honor once again.  I meet this challenge with an acute sense of 
responsibility and reverence. Together our community has seen growth, expansion, and development.  
New opportunities to preserve the past as well as move into the future have unfolded, providing continued 
opportunities for the Borough to flourish. 
 

The year 2020 was a difficult time for all of us in Closter. The Corona Virus pandemic has 
affected all our daily lives. To date we have witnessed positive COVID tests in 280 of our residents. 
Unfortunately we have lost 10 residents to date due to COVID, but we have not had a single death since 
April of last year. We are fortunate in comparison to other Towns in Bergen County of our size. Early on 
in February of 2020 when Pandemic first surfaced, I appointed the Mayor’s Task Force on COVID 19. 
We immediately set about informing all our residents of the seriousness of the virus, and were able to 
disseminate information regularly from the County and the State as to how to defend ourselves against the 
virus. In addition, we were able to work with all of our businesses in Closter to comply with all State and 
County regulations while assisting them to remain viable businesses. As an example, all of our restaurants 
are still in business. 
 

We are all aware of the development of Vaccines to fight COVID. But we must continue, for the 
sake of ourselves and our families to remain diligent, to practice social distance and not participate in 
large crowd activities. Together, we will win the fight against this Pandemic 
 

Several years ago, I was asked, “what are your favorite days in this job?”  I answered, “today, of 
course is one of my absolute favorite days”.  And, each year at this time, today remains one of my 
favorite days in this job!  Together we have realized several milestones as a Governing Body. We witness 
the continuing success of the Closter Plaza, the acquisition of the Village School, the recognition in 201 
Magazine as one of the best towns in Bergen County, the historical recognition of sites within town, the 
diversity of our residents, our equality, as well as our fairness throughout the year.  Being a member of a 
community that continuously comes together in remembrance of Memorial Day, Veterans Day and 
September 11th, or in celebration of Labor Day, Halloween, Little League Day, an old fashioned Hoe 
Down or when we gather on the front lawn of this property to light the Christmas Tree or the Menorah are 
truly my favorite days. 
 

Recognizing past accomplishments and knowing our borough’s future is full of unlimited 
opportunities inspires each and every one of us in the governing body to work diligently to strive and 
achieve new successes. 
 

That’s why together we will continue the transformation of Closter by focusing on the following: 
 

• Our continuing diligence in fighting COVID 19. 
• Constructing and finishing the former Village school into an attractive residence for affordable 

housing 
• Continued development of shared services with our neighboring towns 
• Improving the services offered by our government through streamlining and efficient use of 

resources 
• Expansion and support of our fire, ambulance and emergency response volunteers and services 
• Redefining the role of volunteerism on the Borough’s Boards and Commissions  
• To continue to preserve open space and our historical properties 
• To preserve and develop the MacBain Farm as one of our most valuable assets 

And, last but not least: 
• Preservation of our real estate values through support of the school system 

 
Closter continues to remain a viable destination for establishing new businesses or settling into homes 

and raising a family.  It has been the continued cooperation and support of the members of the governing 
body to provide a level of leadership and dedication. Because of our work as a cohesive team, the 
Borough has been able to achieve many new projects.  The stability of working with an unwavering team  
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will allow the Borough to realize greater strides in the coming year.  
 

The numerous volunteers who make up our Boards and Commissions are the driving force behind 
many of the Borough’s activities, projects and development.  Our volunteers spend an incredible amount 
of their free time to improve our Borough. Without their efforts, Closter would not be what it is today.  
 

This year, the Borough lost several residents, some of whom resided here since childhood.  Please 
join me in a moment of silence to remember: 
 

• Bill Brewster, former Closter Police Chief 
• Helen Winderknecht 
• Edward Archer 
• Joyce Kashwick 
• Joseph Gardeshi 
• Gerard Farley  
• John Finn 
• Mary Rogan 
• Susan Velchek, former Council Member 

  
Thank you…….. 
 

And last, but certainly not least, is the recognition I would like to pay to our Borough employees.  
The day to day operations of the Borough, from collecting tax dollars, dispersing payments, collecting 
rubbish, leaves, are accomplished by our staff who continue to work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure 
first-class municipal services. To our Police Department, which is one of the finest professional 
organizations in New Jersey, I thank you for keeping us safe. Closter is fortunate to have employees who 
continuously reach the high standards of services which are expected of them. 
 

May I wish all of you a happy and prosperous 2021. May God Bless the Borough of Closter, and 
God Bless the United States America. Thank you very much. 
 

a. DECLARE COUNCIL ORGANIZED FOR 2021 
 
b. ROLL CALL OF 2021 GOVERNING BODY 

 
7. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Mayor Glidden announced that appointments are made by the Mayor and confirmed by the 
Governing Body with the exception of the following Mayoral Appointments to certain 
Boards/Commissions not requiring Governing Body confirmation (Environmental Commission; Planning 
Board (with exception of Class III Governing Body Member) and Shade Tree Commission): 

 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Member Grace Whitney 
Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg                      

Historic Pres. Liaison 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Member Steven Isaacson Steve Isaacson 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Member Tom Colwell Tom Colwell 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Member /                                                    
Shade Tree Liaison / Chair Nancy Pergament Nancy Pergament 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Member /                                                 
Council Member/Liaison Councilman Scott M. Devlin Councilman Scott M. Devlin 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Alternate No. 2 Modi Feibish Modi Feibish 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Associate Member Ethel Abrams NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member/                                   
Historic Pres. Liaison Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
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7. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

*Planning Board 
 

   

Class II Member/                                 
Rep to Gov. of Closter Sophie Heymann Sophie Heymann 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Class IV Ann Brewster  NO APPOINTMENT 

4 Years                     
Unexp. 

(Brewster) 31-Dec-22 

*Shade Tree Commission 
 

Member Nils Abate Nils Abate 4 Years                     31-Dec-24 

Member /                                                 
Council Member/Liaison Councilman Scott M. Devlin Councilman Scott M. Devlin 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

* MAYORAL APPOINTMENT 
 

8.         APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
 

 Mayor Glidden announced the following appointments are made in accordance with New Jersey 
Statutes and By-Laws General  Rule No. I. D. “MAYOR” and Rule No. V. A. “COMMITTEES AND 
COMMISSIONS” 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Administrator Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Administrative Secretary 
(Full Time) Leslie Weatherly Leslie Weatherly 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Affirmative Action Officer Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Animal Control Officer Bergen County Animal Shelter Bergen County Animal Shelter 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Appropriate Authority Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Assessor Clerical Assistant Li-Tong Chiang Li-Tong Chiang 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Assistant to Borough Clerk VACANT                                                                                              NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Deputy Borough Clerk Arlene Marie Gray Arlene Marie Gray 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Chief Financial Officer* Joseph Luppino 
NO APPOINTMENT 

Carried to RMA 1/13/21 TENURE 
 

Assistant Chief  
Financial Officer Maria Passafaro Maria Passafaro 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Construction Code Official Brian Ribarro (Interim) Brian Ribarro (Interim) -------- -------- 

Construction/Building Department 
P/T Code  

Enforcement Official James Whitney James Whitney 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
P/T Code  

Enforcement Official Chris Dippolito Chris Dippolito 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Building /Technical Inspector Giuseppe LaMastra Giuseppe LaMastra 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
Code Enforcement  

Official (Trees) Bill Fuchs Bill Fuchs 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Technical Assistant Paul Demarest Paul Demarest 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Technical Assistant Rose Mitchell Rose Mitchell 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Deputy Treasurer Dorothy Woods NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
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8.         APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Department of Public Works 
Superintendent of  

Public Works William Dahle III William Dahle III 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Employee Benefits Clerk Dorothy Woods NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Fire Prevention 

Inspector/Secretary Mark Meyers Mark Meyers 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Inspector/Secretary Alphonso Young, Jr Alphonso Young, Jr 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Inspector/Secretary Michael Hunken Michael Hunken 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Historian Sophie Heymann Sophie Heymann 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Information Technology 
Coordinator Kevin Whitney Kevin Whitney 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

NJ Motion Picture/TV Comm. 

 
Leslie Weatherly Leslie Weatherly 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Administrator Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Municipal Officer Chief John McTigue Chief John McTigue 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Municipal Court 
Municipal Court 

Administrator Antoinette Ceccon Antoinette Ceccon 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Acting Municipal Court 
Administrator 

Beryl Horbert, CMCA                                        
(SSA w/Dumont) 

NO APPOINTMENT 
Carried to RMA 1/13/21 

*Per Superior 
Court/Resolution 

Violations Clerk Christine Fredette Christine Fredette 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
Municipal Humane Law     
Enforcement Officer 
(MHLEO)* Detective Keith Dombkowski Detective Keith Dombkowski 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Parking Reserve 

Councilperson Victoria Amitai Victoria Amitai 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Administrator Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Zoning Officer VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Pension Certifying Agent Maria Passafaro Maria Passafaro 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Police Matrons 

 
MaryEllen Cerbasi MaryEllen Cerbasi 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Police Records Clerk  
(Full Time) MaryEllen Cerbasi MaryEllen Cerbasi 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Public Agency Compliance 
Officer (PACO)* Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Registrar / Licensing 
Official, Board of Health * Jin Bae (Interim) Jin Bae (Interim) 60 Days 1-Mar-21 
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8.         APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

School Crossing Guards     

 
Elizabeth Bussanich Elizabeth Bussanich 

  

 
Marija Galinac Marija Galinac 

  

 
Louise Hettinger Louise Hettinger 

  

 
Jaclyn Higgins Jaclyn Higgins 

  

 
Donna Kelly Donna Kelly 

  

 
Janine Micera Albert Attianese 

  

 
Cheryl Friedrich Cheryl Friedrich 

  

 
Patricia Williams Patricia Williams 

  

 
John R. Skoda John R. Skoda 

  

 
Kenneth F. Norton Kenneth F. Norton 

  

 
James L. Gabettie James L. Gabettie 

  

 
Richard Bond Richard Bond 

  

 
Richard Armstrong Richard Armstrong 

  

 
--- Roberto Gonzalez 

  
Assistant to Tax Collector/                      
Payroll Clerk Michaela Tomanova Michaela Tomanova 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Temporary and Part-Time Clerical 

(Finance) VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

(Recreation) Gina Ferraro Gina Ferraro 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Treasurer Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Zoning Officer* Jimmy Kim (Interim) Jimmy Kim (Interim) -------- -------- 

*Requires Resolution 
 

COMMITTEES AND LIAISONS 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Bergen Municipal Coalition Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Emergency Management 
    

Coordinator James Winters James Winters 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

Deputy Coordinator -- Lt. James Buccola 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Deputy Coordinator Kevin Whitney Kevin Whitney 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Deputy Coordinator William Dahle III William Dahle III 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Committee Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Administrator Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

 
Mark Meyers Mark Meyers 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

 
Michael Hunken Michael Hunken 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

 
Leslie Weatherly Leslie Weatherly 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
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8.         APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Joint Insurance Fund 
    

Fund Commissioner Fred Pitofsky Fred Pitofsky 2 Years                       31-Dec-22 
Alternate  

Fund Commissioner Edward Hynes Edward Hynes 2 Years                       31-Dec-22 

Safety Delegate William Dahle III William Dahle III 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Safety Alternate Tony Lupardi Tony Lupardi 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Safety Committee Councilman Scott Devlin Councilman Scott Devlin 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Safety Committee Mark Lupardi Mark Lupardi 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

2021 Council Committees 

Committee 
Incumbent Chairperson                                                                         

Members 
Chairperson                         

Members 

Finance and Technology 
Joseph Yammarino                                              

Devlin / Witko 
Joseph Yammarino                                              

Devlin / Witko 

Human Resources, Communication & Environment 
Dolores Witko                                                                         
Chung / Latner 

Dolores Witko                                                                         
Chung / Latner 

Ordinances & Legislative 
Scott Devlin                                                 

Witko / Amitai 
Scott Devlin                                                 

Witko / Amitai 
Private Construction, Land Use, Zoning Enforcement                                         
& New Buildings 

Victoria Amitai                                    
Devlin / Yammarino 

Victoria Amitai                                    
Devlin / Yammarino 

Public Safety 
Alissa Latner                                            

Chung / Yammarino 
Alissa Latner                                            

Chung / Yammarino 

Public Works, Construction & Grounds 
Jannie Chung                                        

Amitai / Latner 
Jannie Chung                                        

Amitai / Latner 

Council Liaisons Incumbent Liaison Liaison 

Ambulance Corps. 
 

John C. Glidden, Jr. John C. Glidden, Jr. 

Board of Education 
Northern Valley Regional 
High School Alissa Latner  Alissa Latner  

Board of Education Closter Public Schools Dolores Witko Dolores Witko 

Board of Health 
 

Jannie Chung Jannie Chung 

Borough Engineer 
 

John C. Glidden, Jr. John C. Glidden, Jr. 

*Environmental Commission 
 

Scott Devlin Scott Devlin 

Fire Department 
 

Dolores Witko Dolores Witko 

Historic Preservation Commission Joseph Yammarino Joseph Yammarino 

*Improvement Commission 
 

Victoria Amitai Victoria Amitai 

Library Board of Trustees 
 

Alissa Latner Alissa Latner 

*Planning Board, Class III 
 

Victoria Amitai Victoria Amitai 

Police Department 
 

Alissa Latner Alissa Latner 

Recreation Commission 
 

Joseph Yammarino Joseph Yammarino 

Senior Citizens 
 

John C. Glidden, Jr. Victoria Amitai 

*Shade Tree Commission 
 

Scott Devlin Scott Devlin 

Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 

Jannie Chung Jannie Chung 

Council President 
 

Joseph Yammarino Alissa Latner 

Northern Valley Mayors Association John C. Glidden, Jr. John C. Glidden, Jr. 

*Voting Member AND Liaison 
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9.        APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH PROFESSIONALS 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Appraiser - Commercial 
Properties 

Louis S. Izenberg, MAI, SRA                                              
Izenberg Appraisal Associates                 

NO APPOINTMENT 
Carried to RMA 1/13/21 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Appraiser - Residential 
Properties 

Darren Raymond, MAI, 
SCGREA                    

Associated Appraisal Group 
NO APPOINTMENT 

Carried to RMA 1/13/21 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Attorney 
Edward T. Rogan                                                                           

Edward Rogan & Associates, LLC 
Edward T. Rogan                                                                           

Edward Rogan & Associates, LLC 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Auditor 
Gary J. Vinci                                                                                  

Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP 
Gary J. Vinci                                                                                  

Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Bond Counsel 

DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,  
Cole & Giblin                                        

(Rep) William R. Mayer 

DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, 
Cole & Giblin                                        

(Rep) William R. Mayer 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Borough Planner                                               
(Master Plan 
Reexamination) 

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA                             

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA                             1 Year 31-Dec-21 

COAH Planner 
Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    

Christopher P. Statile, PA                             
Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    

Christopher P. Statile, PA                             1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Engineer 

Stephen T. Boswell                                                    
Boswell Engineering                                                    
(Rep) Nick DeNicola 

Stephen T. Boswell                                                    
Boswell Engineering                                                    
(Rep) Nick DeNicola 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Financial Advisory Services 
Daniel C. Mariniello                                              

NW Financial Group, LLC 
Daniel C. Mariniello                                              

NW Financial Group, LLC 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Landscaper - Foreclosed &                        
Abandoned Properties 

Mark Lupardi                                                                             
Lupardi's Nursery, Inc. 

Mark Lupardi                                                                             
Lupardi's Nursery, Inc. 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Qualified Purchasing Agent Erik Lenander Erik Lenander 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Risk Management 
Consultant 

John F. Zisa                                       
Accrisure / Scirocco Group, LLC 

John F. Zisa                                       
Accrisure / Scirocco Group, LLC 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Municipal Court 

Prosecutor 
Mark Peter Fierro                                                           

Dimin Fierro 
Mark Peter Fierro                                                           

Dimin Fierro 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Alt. Prosecutor 

Elsbeth J. Cruisus, Esq.                                              
Law Offices of  

Elsbeth J. Crusius, LLC 

Elsbeth J. Cruisus, Esq.                                              
Law Offices of  

Elsbeth J. Crusius, LLC 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Public Defender 
Mario G. Bai                                                           

Contaldi and Bai, LLC 
NO APPOINTMENT 

Carried to RMA 1/13/21 1 Year 31-Dec-21 
 

Councilman Devlin requested a separate vote on the appointment of Risk Management 
Consultant. 
 

10. APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Health 
 

Alternate No. 1 Jerome "Jay" Pontrelli Jerome "Jay" Pontrelli 2 Years                     31-Dec-22 

Board of Ethics 
 

Member Steve Roland Steve Roland 5 Years 31-Dec-25 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years                          
Unexp. 

(Vacant) 31-Dec-24 
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10. APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member Annette Vasiloff Lynn Paulison 

2 Years                      
Unexp. 

(Vasiloff) 31-Dec-21 

Member Miriam Lambert Miriam Lambert 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Hillary Hirschhorn Hillary Hirschhorn 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 

2 Years                          
Unexp. 

(Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Member (Class A) William J. Martin William J. Martin 4 Years 31-Dec-24 

Member (Class B) Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg 4 Years 31-Dec-24 

Member (Class C) Joel Zelnik Joel Zelnik 4 Years 31-Dec-24 

Alternate No. 1 Sophie Heymann Sophie Heymann 2 Years                          31-Dec-22 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 

2 Years                      
Unexp. 

(Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission 
 

Governing Body Member Victoria Roti Amitai Victoria Roti Amitai 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Ann Brewster NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Juana Trejo-Reyes Juana Trejo-Reyes 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Fred Pitofsky NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Yuval Tal Yuval Tal 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Darlenys DeLaRosa Darlenys DeLaRosa 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 

2 Years                      
Unexp. 
(Correa) 31-Dec-21 

Land Use Coordinator 
 

Planning Board Rose Mitchell Rose Mitchell 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Zoning Board of Adjustment Paul Demarest Paul Demarest 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Library Board of Trustees 
 

Trustee Donald Farrell Donald Farrell 5 Years 31-Dec-25 

Council Representative                                           
to the Belskie Foundation Tsun Tam Tsun Tam 3 Years 31-Dec-23 

*Planning Board 
 

Council Member - Class III Victoria Roti Amitai Victoria Roti Amitai 1 Year 31-Dec-20 
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10. APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Continued) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Recreation Commission     

Director James Oettinger James Oettinger 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Deputy Director - Field 
Maintenance John Kilduff John Kilduff 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Assistant Director Brian Beddoe Brian Beddoe 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Member VACANT Mike Fanelli 

5 Years                          
Unexp. 

(Potterton) 31-Dec-22 

Associate Member 1 Liz Carpanzano Liz Carpanzano 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 2 Vinay Puttanniah Vinay Puttanniah 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 3 Kurt Hildenbrand Kurt Hildenbrand 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 4 Allison Schwartz Allison Schwartz 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 5 Nick Cervino Nick Cervino 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 6 Beverley Mac Keen Beverley Mac Keen 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 7 Mike Fanelli George Potterton 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 8 John Kim John Kim 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member 9 Monica Cohen Monica Cohen 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Zoning Board of Adjustment 

Member Thomas Hennessey Wayne Sabo 

4 Years                   
Unexp. 

(Hennessey) 31-Dec-23 

Member Mitchell Monaco Mitchell Monaco 4 Years 31-Dec-24 

Member Richard Daly Richard Daly 4 Years 31-Dec-24 

Alternate No. 1 Wayne Sabo Barret Abramow 2 Years                    31-Dec-22 

Alternate No. 2 Barret Abramow Ravit Advocat 

2 Years                   
Unexp. 

(Abramow) 31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 3 Ravit Advocat Soci Kayserian 2 Years                    31-Dec-22 

Alternate No. 4 Soci Kayserian Leslie Brunell 

2 Years                   
Unexp. 

(Kayserian) 31-Dec-21 
 
 Mayor Glidden asked for a motion approving the foregoing appointments minus the Risk 
Management Consultant. 
 
 Motion of approval was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and 
declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden nominated Jack Zisa, Accisure/Scirocco Group, LLC as Risk 
Management Consultant and asked for a motion. 
 
 Motion approval was made by Councilwoman Witko, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and 
declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. Councilman Devlin voted no. 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES – MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021 – 7:30 P.M.  

11 

 
11a. REVIEW OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
  

 Councilwoman Amitai asked if the Zoning Officer’s appointment required a Resolution and 
Borough Attorney explained his previous appointment had no end date so there is no need for a 
Resolution at this time.  
 

 RESOLUTIONS 
 
12. RE WAIVING READING OF THE MINUTES (Prepared by Borough Clerk’s Office) 
      
13. RE FIXING MEETING DATES FOR 2021 (Prepared by Borough Clerk’s Office)    
 
14. RE INTEREST RATES AND PENALTIES (Received from Assistant Chief Financial Officer 12/9/20) 

 
15.      RE WARRANTS (Received from Assistant Chief Financial Officer 12/9/20) 

 
16.      RE DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES (Received from Assistant Chief Financial Officer 

12/9/20) 
 
17. RE DESIGNATING AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES ON BANK ACCOUNTS FOR 2020  
 TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
 
18. ADOPTING CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR 2021 (Received from Assistant Chief Financial 

Officer 12/9/20) 
 
19. RE DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS (Prepared by Borough Clerk’s Office) 
 
20. ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2020 (Received from Auditor 

12/29/20) 
 
 
21. AUTHORIZING PETTY CASH FUNDS AS FOLLOWS: (Received from Assistant Chief Financial 

Officer 12/9/20) 
 

 a.   BOROUGH CLERK.................................................$150.00 
 b.   DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS....................$100.00 
 c.   DETECTIVE BUREAU............................................$100.00 
 d.  POLICE DEPARTMENT..........................................$150.00 

 
22. RE FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH ATTORNEY 

a. ATTORNEY     
b. AUDITOR     
c. BOND COUNSEL     
d. BOROUGH ENGINEER   
e. BOROUGH PLANNER  
f. COAH PLANNER     
g. LANDSCAPER FOR FORECLOSED & ABANDONED PROPERTIES  
h. PROSECUTOR    
i. ALTERNATE PROSECUTOR   
j. PUBLIC DEFENDER  
k. QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT  
l. FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
m. RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 
23. RESOLUTION CANCELING SMALL BALANCES (Received from Assistant Chief Financial Officer 

12/9/20) 
 

24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AUTHORITY TO PAY 
CERTAIN OBLIGATIONS AS NEEDED (Received from Assistant Chief Financial Officer 12/9/20) 

 
25. A RESOLUTION TO REAFFIRM THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER’S CIVIL RIGHTS POLICY WITH 

RESPECT TO ALL OFFICIALS, APPOINTEES, EMPLOYEES, PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, 
VOLUNTEERS, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS, AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT 
COME INTO CONTACT WITH MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, OFFICIALS AND VOLUNTEERS 
(Received from Borough Attorney 12/30/20) 

 
26. RESOLUTION DESIGNATING EDWARD H. HYNES PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

(PACO) (Received from Borough Attorney 12/30/20) 
 
27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX SALE OF 2020 DELINQUENT TAXES (Received from Tax 

Collector 12/9/20) 
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28. RESOLUTION ENDORSING PARTICIPATION IN VALLEY PHYSICIAN SERVICES POLICY 

RENEWAL 2021 (Alcohol & Drug Testing) Received from Administrator’s Office 12/21/20 
 
29. RESOLUTION HIRING ROBERT DIPPOLITO AS TEMPORARY DRIVER/LABORER FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS DIVISION BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 
2021 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021 AT A RATE OF $35.00 PER HOUR AS NEEDED FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF SNOW; NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Borough 
Administrator’s Office 12/16/20) 

 
29b. RESOLUTION HIRING AIDEN FLANNERY AS TEMPORARY SANITATION 

WORKER/LABORER FOR THE DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS BEGINNING JANUARY 4, 
2021 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2021 AT A RATE OF $20.00 PER HOUR NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 
HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Borough Attorney 1/4/21) 

 
29c. RESOLUTION HIRING AIDEN FLANNERY AS TEMPORARY LABORER FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS DIVISION BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 
2021 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2021 AT A RATE OF $25.00 PER HOUR AS NEEDED FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF SNOW; NOT TO EXCEED 35 HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Borough Attorney 
1/4/21) 

 
29d. RESOLUTION HIRING JOSEPH SKIBA AS TEMPORARY SANITATION WORKER/LABORER 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS BEGINNING JANUARY 4, 2021 THROUGH APRIL 
30, 2021 AT A RATE OF $20.00 PER HOUR NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK (Received 
from Borough Attorney 1/4/21) 

 
29e. RESOLUTION HIRING JOSEPH SKIBA AS TEMPORARY LABORER FOR THE DEPARTMENT of 

PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS DIVISION BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2021 THROUGH 
APRIL 30, 2021 AT A RATE OF $25.00 PER HOUR AS NEEDED FOR THE REMOVAL OF SNOW; 
NOT TO EXCEED 35 HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Borough Attorney 1/4/21) 

 
30. RESOLUTION APPOINTING DETECTIVE KEITH DOMBKOWSKI MUNICIPAL HUMANE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (MHLEO) (Received from Borough Administrator’s Office 12/9/20) 
 
31. AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGHS OF 

NORWOOD AND NORTHVALE FOR USE OF THE CLOSTER POLICE FIRING RANGE FOR THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 2020 2021 (Received from Chief of Police 12/28/20)  
 

32. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER THROUGH THE CLOSTER 
POLICE DEPARTMENT TO FILE AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FEDERAL 1033 
PROGRAM TO ENABLE SAID DEPARTMENT TO REQUEST AND ACQUIRE EXCESS 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EQUIPMENT (Received from Chief of Police 12/28/20)  

 
33. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO PARTICIPATE IN A MUTUAL 

AID PLAN AND RAPID DEPLOYMENT FORCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLAN 
SUBMITTED BY THE BERGEN COUNTY POLICE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION (Received from Chief 
of Police 12/28/20)  

 
34. RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FORM REQUIRED TO BE USED FOR THE FILING OF NOTICES OF 

TORT CLAIMS AGAINST THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE NEW JERSEY TORT CLAIMS ACT, N.J.S.A. 59:8-6 (Received from Borough 
Administrator’s Office 12/29/20) 

 
35. RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE HIRING OF REGISTRAR/LICENSING OFFICIAL/BOARD 

SECRETARY (Received from Borough Attorney 12/29/20) 
 
36. RESOLUTION RE REDEMPTION CALCULATION FEES (Received from Tax Collector 12/9/20) 
 

MOTIONS  
 
(None received at the time of preparation of this Agenda) 
 

11b. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Motion approving the Consent Agenda was made by Councilwoman Witko, seconded by 

Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
37.        REVIEW AND VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 
38.        ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
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39.        OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No. 11) 
 

 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Commissioner Tracey Zur agreed echoed Mayor Glidden’s sentiments that Reorganization is her favorite 
day of the year. She voiced her sentiments regarding the importance of partnership during the pandemic 
and expressed the importance of caring and proactive leadership. She thanked the governing body on 
behalf of Board of Commissioners ad County Executive Tedesco and from the bottom of her heart for 
their service. Commissioner Zur congratulated Councilwoman Witko and Councilman Devlin on their re-
election. She further invited anyone to contact her to collaborate any time; and she thanked Mayor 
Emeritus Sophie Heymann for her long and dedicated service to the Borough.  
 

Mayor Glidden thanked Commissioner Zur for her comments and noted the change in titles from 
Freeholder to County Commissioner. Commissioner Zur expressed that she used to revel in the fact that 
she would not have been able to be a Freeholder in the past as she was a woman and could not own land 
and welcomed the change because she felt more people would be able to understand what it is they do and 
the services they offer at the County. 
 

40.        ADJOURNMENT     
 

 Mayor Glidden thanked everyone for their participation tonight despite the pandemic; and 
expressed that he wished he could see everyone in person soon.  
 
 Motion to adjourn the Reorganization Meeting at 8:15 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Witko, 
seconded by Councilman Devlin and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
        January 28, 2021 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        February 10, 2021 
 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Deputy Borough Clerk  
 
Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and  
Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes 
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held February 10, 2021 
Consent Agenda Item No. 12c 
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