
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:01 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted 
as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the 
public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino and Jannie Chung 
  Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
  Borough Attorney Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino  
  Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
  Fire Chief, Mark Lupardi 
  Assistant Fire Chief, Mark Dankiewicz 
   
 The following were not present: 
  Councilwoman Victoria Amitai 
 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 

 
4. PRESENTATION(S)  
 
5.         MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Not made to date) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT 
MAYOR GLIDDEN'S 

APPOINTMENT TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Associate Member 
Jeffrey Lee 

(Declined Appointment) Krishna N. Rege 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Associate Member 
Grace Whitney 

(Appt. Member RM 6/12/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Whitney) 31-Dec-19 

*Planning Board 

Alternate No. 1 
Melissa Corso 

(Resigned 3/11/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                     

(Unexp. Corso) 
 

31-Dec-20 

*Shade Tree Commission 

Alternate No. 2 
Tsun Tam 

(Appt. Member ReOrg 1/2/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
4 Years                     

(Unexp. Tam) 
 

31-Dec-19 
 
6. ORDINANCES 
 
  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES - PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION – 

12/11/19 @ 8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
a. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1265, “ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 183, VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC, TO ESTABLISH THIRD STREET COMMUTER PARKING AREA AND PARKING 
PERMITS, AND AMENDING CHAPTER A301, FEES AND DEPOSITS” (Received from 
Borough Attorney 11/6/19) 

 
  Motion approving introduction of Ordinance No. 2019:1265 was made Councilman Devlin, 

seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung.  

 
b. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1266, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 181, TREE 

PRESERVATION AND REMOVAL” (Received from Borough Attorney 11/6/19) 
 
  Motion approving introduction of Ordinance No. 2019:1266 was made by Councilman 

Devlin, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the 
affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
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7a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Motion approving the Consent Agenda was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung 

 
 RESOLUTIONS 
 
8.  BILL RESOLUTION – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 11/6/19) 
 
9.   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO CLOSE OUT MISCELLANEOUS TRUST 

FUND BANK ACCOUNT AND DEPOSIT $2,597.12 INTO THE CURRENT TREASURY ACCOUNT 
(Received from Deputy Treasurer 10/28/19) 

 
10.  RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE DECISION OF THE GOVERNING BODY TO APPROVE THE 

CARRYOVER OF 2019 UNUSED VACATION DAYS UNTIL MAY 31, 2020 (Received from 
Administrator’s office 10/31/19 

 
11. RESOLUTION PROMOTING THOMAS BRUECK FROM THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT TO 

CAPTAIN (Received from Chief of Police 11/1/19) 
 

12. RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO FORCED CONSOLIDATION OF LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS (2. M.L. 10/17/19/Requested by Councilwoman Latner @ WS 10/23/19) Received from 
Borough Attorney 11/5/19 

 
13. RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX COLLECTOR TO CREDIT AND CANCEL TAXES RECEIVABLE 

FOR PERMANENTLY DISABLED VETERAN’S SPOUSE (Received from Tax Collector 11/5/19) 
 
14. RESOLUTION DESIGNATING AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANTS (Received from Administrator’s office 11/5/19) 
 
15.  2020-2021 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,900.00 

PROPOSED BY THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR ADA AUTOMATIC SWING OPERATOR 
DOORS FOR THE CLOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMUNITY ROOM ENTRANCE (This resolution 
does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of 
the aforesaid Community Development application) Received from Administrator’s office 11/5/19 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSTER MUNICIPAL COURT TO ACCEPT ELECTRONIC 

PAYMENTS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH MUNICIPAY (Received from Borough Attorney 
11/6/19) 

 
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 FOR DIGITIZING 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS, ARCHITECTURAL PLANS, CODE ENFORCEMENTS (Borough 
Ordinance 2018:1241) (Capital Account: C-04-18-241-005-006) (Received from Borough Attorney 11/7/19) 
 

18. RESOLUTION RENEWING THE LEASE WITH THE INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES of NEW 
JERSEY, INC. (IWS) FOR OF A PORTION OF WELLINGTON AVENUE (Received from Borough   
Attorney 11/7/19)   
 

19. RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION FOR MUNICIPAL ENDORSEMENT OF SPECTRUM 
FOR LIVING 2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,000 FOR 
SPECTRUM’S NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNITY INCLUSION PROGRAM IN THE BOROUGH OF 
CLOSTER  (12. M.L. 11/7/19) This Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality 
and is intended solely to expedite the expenditure of the CDBG Funds  

 
19a. A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS PERSONAL PROPERTY NO LONGER 

NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE (Received from Administrator’s 
  Office 10/28/19) 
 
19b. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 FOR THE CLOSTER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 2020 PIERCE ENFORCER AIR UNIT IN THE AMOUNT OF $668,672.93 (Borough 
Ordinance 2019:1256) (Capital Account: C-04-19-256-004-001) Received from Administrator’s office 
11/12/19) 
 
MOTIONS  

 
20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 11/7/19) – No Abstentions: 
  a. REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 23, 2019  
  b. WORK SESSION HELD OCTOBER 23, 2019  
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21. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Historic Preservation Commission     
 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 
 

22. MOTION APPROVING TEMPLE EMANU-EL TO CONDUCT AN ON-PREMISE CASINO NIGHT AT 
180 PIERMONT ROAD ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019 FROM 7:30 P.M. TO 11:30 P.M. 
(Completed application filed and appropriate fees paid 11/5/19) 
 

23. REPORTS   
   

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – OCTOBER 2019 (Received 10/31/19) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – OCTOBER 2019 (Received 11/12/19) 

 
22a.  Motion approving the Borough Tree Lighting to occur Sunday, December 8, 2019, from 4:30 p.m. to 

6:00 p.m. at the front of Borough Hall was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilwoman 
Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, 
Witko, Yammarino and Chung.  
 

22b.  Motion approving the expenditure not to exceed $2,500 for an appraisal of the Super Value property 
at the corner of High Street and Schraalenburgh Road was made by Councilman Yammarino seconded by 
Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung.  
 
 Borough Attorney advised that both motions would be memorialized at the next meeting; and he 
would also have a Menorah installation resolution.  
 

7b.  VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
24.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard Mayor Glidden closed 

the meeting to the public.  
 
25.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

 Councilman Yammarino noted that he had just initialed a voucher for SUEZ Water for fire hydrant 
service on a monthly basis for over $12,000; and Chief Lupardi said he keeps track of fire hydrants that are 
out in order to make sure they are fixed. The hydrants are getting old; and if they are going to be changed, he 
asked that the Mayor and Council advise the Department since there are new hydrants in the Borough that do 
not work with their tools. We are asking for a new hydrant for use by the Fire Department and DPW. He said 
we pay approximately $160,000 per year for the hydrants. He noted that a list of addresses that have any 
shrubs or fencing within 3 feet of the fire hydrant prohibiting the testing of the hydrant would be turned over 
to Property Maintenance.  
 Councilman Yammarino said he received a message from a resident saying that there is a sign at 
Schauble about unsupervised children and the Recreation Department knows nothing about the sign. Fire 
Chief Lupardi noted that the Fire Department was called to that location for 6 fires over the summer. 
Councilman Yammarino said he was advised that the signs were redesigned by the Police Department after 
an e-mail from the Borough Administrator, but feels no sign should be posted unless covered by ordinance; 
and that he would be meeting with the DPW Superintendent on the matter. Councilwoman Chung suggested 
that any signs to be posted should be approved by the Mayor and Council. 
 
Andrew Correa said he received a request from the Daisies to hang ornaments they had made on the town 
tree in addition to having a small table for kids to make ornaments to be hung on the tree. He said we are 
working with the senior citizens on the project. Chief Lupardi said he had spoken to the tree keeper who had 
no problem with it as long as it was chaperoned and no one unplugged the lights. Councilwoman Chung 
suggested that maybe the Daisies would like to make some ornaments for the town tree at Van Saun Park.  
 

   Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 9:21 p.m. was made by 
Councilwoman Witko seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the 
affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung:  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 – 7:30 P.M.  
 

25a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the governing 
body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), 
“Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations”; and  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), “A matter involving 
public officers”;  and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public 
at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 10-12 weeks. 

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:46 p.m.   
 
26.  ADJOURNMENT    

 
 Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:46 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded 
by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
        November 21, 2019 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        Monday, November 25, 2019 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes  
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held November 25, 2019 
Consent Agenda Item No. 12a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 

 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
November 11, 2019.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings, which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino and Jannie Chung  
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 

   Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino  
   Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
   Fire Chief, Mark Lupardi 
   Assistant Fire Chief, Mark Dankiewicz 

 
The following persons were not present: 
 Councilwoman Victoria Amitai 

 
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF OCTOBER 24, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 3 was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item 
No. 8 was removed by Borough Attorney; Item No. 10 was removed by Borough Clerk. 
 
Item No. 3: Received 10/18/19, Dated 10/18/19, from NJS League of Municipalities re Weekly Round Up - 
October 18, 2019; I. State Issues; d. OPRA/OPMA Update & Sample Resolution (S-106 & S-107 and 
sample Resolution attached) Copy to Borough Attorney 
 In answer to Councilwoman Latner, Borough Attorney recommended the governing body pass this 
Resolution; and noted we have passed different types over the years but this one is different. He said this 
one needs to be tweaked. Borough Clerk informed she was going to report on same this evening in that her 
office would work with the Borough Attorney to include Closter’s specific issues. Borough Attorney said 
he would provide her with a draft Resolution to add comments. 
 
Item No. 8: Received 10/22/19, Dated 10/22/19, from Anthony Vargas, Esq., General Counsel, The Action 
Environmental Group/Interstate Waste Services, to Clerk Castano re Request for renewal of Wellington 
Avenue Lease – see also 8. M.L. 10/3/19 
 Borough Attorney informed he was in contact with the attorney and has received everything he 
requested; therefore, a Resolution approving the renewal of the lease is on the Agenda this evening. 
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Item No. 10: Received 10/24/19, Dated 10/24/19, from egg@dca.njgov to Borough Clerk re LFN 2019-13 
CY 2020 Budget CAP Information final & Best Practices Inventory Due (Copy to Borough Administrator, 
Chief Financial Officer, Assistant Chief Financial Officer, Auditor 
 Borough Clerk reminded the Best Practices Inventory was partially discussed at the 10/23/19 
Meeting and noted a copy was distributed with this Mail List and is to be discussed this evening. 

 
b. MAIL LIST OF OCTOBER 31, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 2 was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item 
No. 5 was removed by Councilman Devlin; Item Nos. 6, 9 and 10 were removed by Borough Clerk. 
 
Item No. 2: Received 10/24/19, Dated 10/21/19, from David J. Griffith, President & CEO, Vantage Health 
System, to Mayor and Council (in individually addressed envelopes); c: Council Members, Borough 
Administrator re Request for voluntary contribution in the Borough’s upcoming Budget to help save and 
change the lives of residents in the Community 
 Councilwoman Latner questioned if the Borough has made a contribution in the past and if we 
were able to do so. Mayor Glidden explained we have donated in the past and Borough Clerk informed it 
was $1,000. Councilman Devlin asked if there was a level of criteria the Borough followed prior to making 
donations to non-profit entities; and said we have also given them a lot of free land to build affordable 
housing on and the sign. The Mayor asked if there were any other concerns and said he doesn’t think 
Councilman Devlin’s concerns are unfounded.  He said he agrees with him that there has to be some level 
of criteria to make a judgment on since there are other non-profits in town. Councilman Devlin reiterated 
his concern that who is to say who will be coming next for a donation; and noted that Vantage only has a 
facility here as they are headquartered in Dumont. Borough Clerk affirmed same and said (their previous 
requests were due to their informing us that) Vantage has been treating area residents for approximately 40 
years. Mayor Glidden voiced his opinion that this needs to be heavily analyzed. Councilwoman Latner 
voiced her concerns as her son works in the industry; and she is aware of how much the services have been 
cut back; and said this affects the mental health of the community; and she would support a donation. The 
Mayor said he will research same and send out a memo; and they can make an informed judgment. 
Councilwoman Latner said if was past precedent that she assumed we would be doing so again next year 
and that there was some type of criteria. Councilwoman Witko said Mr. Griffith’s assistant Maggie Priest is 
helping us with Stigma Free Committee at no cost for her services; and other towns have to pay her for her 
services. As to the Borough Clerk’s noting her understanding that it was a budget item, Mayor Glidden 
asked Mr. Hynes to discuss the issue with him. Borough Attorney said he did not recall a donation being 
made. 

 
Item No. 5: Received 10/25/19, Dated 10/25/19, from Rutgers Center for Urban Environmental 
Sustainability (cues@sebs.rutgers.edu) to boroclerk@closternj.us re Bergen County Parks Master Plan 
Draft Available for Public Comment; Public Meeting to discuss the draft will be held 11/13/19 @ 7 p.m. at 
Two Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack; written comments must be received by 11/21/19 – (Copy to 
Recreation Commission, Environmental Commission) Posted on Municipal Clerk’s Bulletin Board on 
10/31/19 
 Councilman Devlin informed he has reviewed the “Draft” Parks Plan; and said there is one glaring 
error in that the Northern Valley Greenway is only mentioned three times in passing. He passed out 
comment sheets, as they are welcoming public input, and noted the first in-person hearing is being held 
tonight but the comments are due by 11/21/19. Councilwoman Chung said the project was dormant for 
some time; this is the first time it’s come back to public view; they did take out the section they had on the  
Greenway and only mentioned it in passing. The previous draft had a paragraph in it and it was eliminated; 
so they are not sure if it was intentional or an error. In answer to the Mayor, Councilwoman Chung said 
there is an online link that can be filled out and Seth Ungar has been sending the link out so she will ask 
him to circulate it to the governing body.  
 
Item No. 6: Received 10/29/19, Dated 10/24/19, from PERMA (Municipal Joint Insurance Fund), to 
Bergen JIF Members; c: Fund Commissioners, Risk Management Consultants and Fund Professionals re 
Public Hearings - 2020 Proposed Budgets for Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, Municipal 
Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund (MEL), New Jersey Environmental Risk Management Fund (E-JIF) 
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and Residual Claims fund (RCF); Public Hearings scheduled as follows: JIF - Monday, 11/25/19 @ 5:30 
p.m., Westwood Municipal Building, 101 Washington Avenue; MEL - Wednesday, 11/20/19 @ 12:30 
p.m., Sheraton Hotel in the Steel Pier Room, Atlantic City, New Jersey (League of Municipalities 
Convention) E-JIF & Residual Claims Fund (RCF) adopted 10/16/19 (Copy to Risk Management 
Consultant, Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner) Copy posted on Municipal Clerk’s Bulletin Board 
10/31/19 
 Borough Clerk called attention to the MEL Meeting to be held at the League Conference and said 
she was not sure if credit is issued for insurance for governing body members to attend this meeting. 
 
Item No. 9: Received 10/30/19, Dated 10/30/19, from egg@dca.nj.gov to Borough Clerk re 
Communication Outreach with Local Government Officials  notifying of expansion of capabilities through 
GovConnect News - Request for Municipal Clerk to forward to EGG@dca.nj.gov by December 1, 2019 the 
name of the municipality; the name, title and email address of  the following officials:  Mayor, Business 
Administrator, Public Works Manager, Qualified Purchasing Agent and Municipal Auditor 
 Borough Clerk noted her office would be requesting the information for the designated officials to 
enable her office to follow through with this request. 
 
Item No. 10: Received 10/30/19, Dated 10/25/19, from PERMA Risk Management Services,  
Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; cc:  via e-mail Fund Commissioners, Risk Management 
Consultants re Notification of 2019 Dividend to the Borough in the amount of $15,069.00 “pending 
approval from the Departments of Banking & Insurance and Community Affairs “ Deadline for 
notification of choice either to receive the dividend in the form of a check or a credit towards next year’s 
first assessment installment: No later than 12/6/19; if no notification is received, the entire amount will be 
refunded in the form of a check (Original form to Administrator for response/Copy to Risk Management 
Consultant, Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner) Note:  2018 Dividend was $13,760.47 
 Borough Clerk reported this is the dividend we typically receive every year; and informed she 
provided the original to the Administrator for the customary follow through. She said this year’s dividend is 
larger than last year. Mayor Glidden asked Mr. Hynes to take care of this. 

 
c. MAIL LIST OF NOVEMBER 7, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. Item Nos. 9 and 12 were removed by 
Councilwoman Latner 
 
Item No. 9: Received 11/04/19, Dated 11/04/19, from Yuval Tal, Chair, Closter Improvement Commission; 
C:  Police Chief John McTigue, Jim Oettinger – Recreation, Bill Dahle, Ambulance Corps, Fire 
Department, Borough Administration re Request for approval to hold the Annual Holiday Tree Lighting on 
Sunday, 12/8/19 @ 4:30 p.m. in front of Borough Hall (Copy to Chief of Police, Fire Chief, DPW 
Superintendent, Ambulance Corps Captain, Recreation Commission, Borough Administrator) 
 Councilwoman Latner informed that Councilwoman Amitai asked her to discuss this item and ask 
that it be brought to a vote because the deadline is approaching. In answer to the Mayor, Borough Attorney 
said a vote could be taken in the Regular Meeting; and same could be memorialized at the next meeting.  
 
Item No. 12: Received 11/06/19, Dated 11/06/19, from Kathleen M. Hennessy, Director of Support 
Services, Spectrum for Living, to Borough Clerk re Request for approval of Annual Resolution endorsing 
Spectrum for Living 2020 CD Application (Sample Resolution Enclosed) as soon as possible 
 In answer to Councilwoman Latner, Borough Clerk informed we customarily prepare this 
Resolution automatically; and it is on the Agenda this evening. Mrs. Hennessey had called to apologize for 
the late request. Borough Attorney reminded this has no financial consequence to the Borough. 

 
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of November 13, 2019) 

 
 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent 
Agenda. Councilman Devlin referred to Item No. 19b. 
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19b.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 
 PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 FOR THE CLOSTER FIRE 
 DEPARTMENT 2020 PIERCE ENFORCER AIR UNIT IN THE AMOUNT OF $668,672.93 (Borough 
 Ordinance 2019:1256) (Capital Account: C-04-19-256-004-001) Received from Administrator’s office 
 11/12/19) 

 
   Councilman Devlin noted that the fire truck vendor is the gold standard for the purchase of fire 

 trucks.  
 

 Mayor Glidden announced he would be making the appointment of Krishna Rege to the 
Environmental Commission during the Regular Meeting noting that she had been interviewed by himself in 
addition to many Members of the Commission; and she was highly recommended.  

 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 

1) STATUS REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR  
  WIGGERS, BLOCK 1203/LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4, 51 & 63 JOHN STREET (14. M.L. 4/19/18) 
Borough Attorney reported this item has been placed on hold due to potential litigation with the property 
owner and requested a Closed Session on this item. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE ORDINANCE FOR PARKING REGULATIONS AT THE  
  THIRD STREET COMMUTER PARKING LOT (Requested by Borough Engineer @ WS 
  7/24/19) – Mr. Rogan reported this Ordinance is on the Agenda this evening for 
introduction as No. 6a. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE ADVERTISEMENT OF BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE TRANSFER 
  STATION SERVICES (Approved RM 9/11/19) – Borough Attorney reported the 
specifications are complete and the advertisement has been placed with bids due back in January.    

4) REPORT RE ADVERTISEMENT OF BIDS FOR RECYCLABLE MATERIALS 
(Approved RM 10/7/19)  

5) REPORT RE STATUS OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR EMPLOYMENT   
  CONTRACT AND BACKGROUND CHECK (Approved RM 10/7/19) – Mr. Rogan 
informed he had the contract with him this evening and will provide same to the Borough Clerk, noting it 
has already been signed by the Administrator and can move forward for final execution and distribution. 

6) REPORT RE POSSIBLE RENEWAL OF WELLINGTON AVENUE LEASE WITH 
INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES (IWS) 8. M.L. 8/13/19 & 8. M.L. 10/24/19  

7) REPORT RE STATUS OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NW  
  FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES FOR THE  
  REMAINDER OF 2019 (Approved RM 9/11/19) – Borough Attorney informed he is still 
awaiting return of same and hopes to have it back by the next meeting.  

8) REPORT RE UNEXPIRED ONE YEAR TERM TO 12/31/19 OF CERTAIN   
  APPOINTMENTS HELD BY THE FORMER ADMINISTRATOR AND AS   
  ALTERNATE JOINT INSURANCE FUND COMMISSIONER FOR A TWO YEAR  
  TERM TO 12/31/20) – Mr. Rogan explained these appointments came up as Mr. Hynes 
was Interim at one point; and said he was not sure that we needed to fill these appointments or have an 
Alternate Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner for the rest of this year.  Therefore, he suggested they be 
held for the Reorganization Meeting; unless there is an immediate need. 

9) REPORT- Borough Attorney reported he would like to discuss in Closed Session this 
evening the PBA Negotiations and an ongoing issue with the DEP regarding the mulch piles, on which he 
has been working with the DPW Superintendent and Borough Engineer. The Squicciarini lawsuit was 
concluded with Judgment in the Borough’s favor; and they have now filed an appeal. He has filed the Case 
Information Statement (CIS) and the case has now been referred to a retired Appellate Court Judge for 
resolution conference, which is the current trend instead of going directly to court. Regarding the 
Rosenblum-Miele-Closter Tax Appeals, he reminded the Tax Court ruled in Closter’s favor but are ongoing 
with Mr. Rosenblum having filed an appeal; and briefs are due next week for the Appellate Division.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Continued) 

 
Mr. Rogan reported the Ordinance Committee has two ordinances on the Agenda for introduction 

this evening. He informed there is a minor revision that was made (to Ordinance No. 2019:1266), which he 
will be handing out prior to the vote, and the Third Street Commuter Parking Area Permits ordinance 
(Ordinance No 2019:1265) will be introduced. There are numerous suggestions for the Committee to be 
made for next year; and he will provide a memo to them outlining same. 

 
Regarding Tax Appeals, Borough Attorney reported there are still twenty-nine (29) pending cases 

with some covering multiple years and encompass about twenty (20) properties, which is about average. 
There have been no judgments against the Borough and no significant settlements made, so we are steady 
on that. 

 
At this time, Councilwoman Chung referred to the Third Street Ordinance and asked if there would 

be a Resolution covering the details not included in the Ordinance such as one pass per household or one 
pass per vehicle; and regarding the annual or monthly fees of $200 and $25, respectively, and supposing 
she signs up for monthly, is she guaranteed the first option the next month or is that another lottery. 
Borough Attorney affirmed it would be another lottery; and explained the reason for doing it that way is to 
encourage annual purchases.  If those do not sell, then it would be a lottery for any unsold annual passes. 
He explained the passes are limited to one per address so there cannot be multiple spaces for any one 
address. In answer to Mrs. Chung, he affirmed it could be shared between vehicles but they must all match 
the address on file for that sticker or placard; it can’t be rented to a different person for the day. Mrs. Chung 
said you could sell it to someone for double the price and Borough Attorney cautioned that was exactly 
what the Committee was trying to avoid, but sharing within the same address is permitted. He further 
affirmed that any administrative guidelines would be established and amended via Resolution, as needed. 
Every year would be a brand new lottery for spaces and nobody is given preferential treatment. Mayor 
Glidden questioned how the lottery would be conducted. Mr. Rogan explained it would be advertised and 
people would have the opportunity to submit a request and then it could be decided administratively.  It 
could be held like a bid opening depending on how many applications are received. Borough Engineer 
informed he would confirm the number of spaces that will be available and report back to the Council. 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14/Contract Amendment for Remedial Excavation 

  not to exceed $106,000 Authorized RM 6/12/19) – Borough Engineer reported they 
completed the wetlands delineation last month and they will file a permit to DEP because they need to clean 
up some of what he termed as the “swills” in the wetlands area. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING PB DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) 

   LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) – Mr. 
DeNicola reported this project is winding down. They should be submitting the Maintenance Bond after 
which we will return the Performance Bond and hope to finalize this by the end of the year. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE INITIAL PHASE OF TIER A MUNICIPAL STORMWATER  
  PERMITTING PLAN (SP3) PER PROPOSAL DATED 4/9/19 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
  EXCEED $5,000 FOR THE INITIAL PHASE (10 M.L. 4/11/19) Authorized RM 5/8/19 – 
Borough Engineer reported they are working with the DPW and the only thing left now is to meet with the 
Superintendent to review the report and finalize it for submission. 

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
  LOCAL AID PROJECT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE, NAUGLE STREET AND  
  OLD CLOSTER DOCK ROAD IMPROVEMENTS AND 2019 BOROUGH ROAD  
  PAVING PROGRAM (Grant ID MA-2019-Railroad Ave., Naugle St. & Old Closter Dock 
  Road-00278) Notification of award 3/29/19/$222,000 (5. M.L. 4/4/19) Bid Opening held  
  7/2/19 @ 11:30 a.m./Contract awarded RM 7/10/19 to J.A. Alexander/$575,460 

5 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 

 
Mr. DeNicola reported the contractor has been done for over a month, there are still punch list 

items like puddles on Ryerson Place at the Intersection of Piermont Road and the inlet on Closter Dock 
Road both of which have not yet been completed; therefore, we are withholding payment. This is expected 
to be wrapped up in the near future. 
 5) STATUS REPORT RE REVISIONS TO BOROUGH ZONING MAP DUE TO ADOPTION 
  OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING ORDINANCES (Reported @ WS 6/26/19/Requires adoption 
  by Ordinance) – Borough Engineer reported the Zoning Map has to be revised due to the 
COAH revisions for overlays and new zones. The COAH Planner is working on a revision because one of the 
ordinances has to be updated a little because there was a new zone that wasn’t really included. It is currently 
being rectified by the COAH Planner. Once this is completed, Boswell will be submitting a proposal for the 
revisions to the map which will be less than $1,000.00 because the revisions are minimal.  

6) REPORT RE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT AND SIGNALIZATION OF VERVALEN 
  STREET AND PIERMONT ROAD (Approved RM 9/11/19) – Mr. DeNicola reported this 
was authorized approximately two and a half months ago; and the survey was submitted to the County 
because they have to develop the alignment of the roadway and signal layout. In answer to the Mayor, he 
voiced his opinion that it probably has not even been looked at yet because the County is very backed up. He 
has done all he can do on his end; and suggested the Borough make a call to possibly speed up the project.  

7) REPORT – Borough Engineer reported the awards for 2020 Local Aid Grants should be out 
any time now: next week or shortly after. Once the awards are issued, he will submit a proposal for the 2020 
Borough Road Program which will incorporate MacArthur Avenue, Wainwright Avenue and Whitney Street 
plus the Local Aid roads. He anticipates a $750,000 total construction cost but needs to speak to the 
Administrator to finalize numbers before he submits the proposal, so we can have more confidence in the 
direction in which we are going. 

 
At this time, Chief Financial Officer requested the Borough Engineer send his cash flow needs for the 

Swim Club for next year to him and the Administrator; and Mr. DeNicola agreed to do so. 
 

7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

             for the following Mail List requests re Insurance:   
 a. Closter Improvement Commission Requests (9 M.L. 4/25/19) 
  1) Tree Lighting (Sun, 12/1/19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. - location TBD) 

(Sunday, 12/8/19 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) - Borough Administrator reported that a unanimous consensus 
has been reached between all parties in that tradition should win out; so the tree lighting will take place in 
front of Borough Hall. Lewis Street will be closed between 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.; and Edens has granted 
permission to use part of their property for bleachers. He asked that the event be approved tonight because we 
are almost out of time. There are several musical acts that have to be coordinated; and newspaper ads have to 
be in by Wednesday.  
  b. Chabad Shul (11. M.L. 9/19/19) Request to place Menorah in front of Borough Hall 
from 12/22/19 through 12/30/19 and for a Menorah Lighting Event to be held on 12/22/19 – Mr. Hynes urged 
the Council to also approve the Menorah request, which has two parts: the first is the lighting in front of 
Borough Hall and the second is a celebration.  He advised the Rabbi as late as today that they will use the 
same system they are using for the tree lighting in that they will hold meetings with the necessary officials. 
They will move forward after all of the details have been worked out. In answer to Councilwoman Chung, the 
Borough Attorney advised the placement of the Menorah has always been in front of Borough Hall and the 
celebration was held elsewhere. Mayor Glidden expressed his concerns about the potential number of 
participants anticipated. Mr. Hynes explained that, at this time, he is only requesting the approval for 
placement of the Menorah in front of Borough Hall.  The details of the celebration will be discussed 
separately.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): (Continued) 
 
 In answer to Mrs. Chung, the Fire Chief explained the attendance is much larger because they come 
from far away. At this time, he expressed his concerns that on 12/22/19, the Fire Department will be short-
handed as many people take off during the holidays and his manpower is cut down; but he will bring this up 
at the meetings. The Administrator noted that December 22nd isn’t that far away and proposed the first 
meeting to be held this Friday or on Monday. Borough Clerk noted the capacity of the Council Chambers is 
only 90 people and Mrs. Chung said that should be part of the discussions. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE CY2019/SFY2020 BEST PRACTICES INVENTORY – Due  
  10/30/19 (13 M.L. 9/12/19) Resolution authorizing submission approved RM   
  10/23/19/REPORT TO BE DISCUSSED BY GOVERNING BODY AT RM 11/13/19 – 
Chief Financial Officer reminded there had been discussions at previous meetings and Councilman Devlin 
had brought up some good points. Mr. Luppino had a conference call with Maria Passafaro, Mr. Hynes and 
Councilman Devlin to discuss some of the issues that were brought up. One of the items did change in that we 
don’t have an inventory of buildings; so we changed (065 Best Practices - Planning and Economic 
Development – “Does your municipality actively maintain an inventory of buildings and vacant properties 
that would benefit from redevelopment?  If yes, state how in the Comment Box or, if no, state “Did not 
answer Yes” – 0.50) from “Yes” to “No”. Mr. Luppino noted one of the other items pertained to centralized 
payroll (009 Core Competencies – Personnel – “Does your municipality maintain centralized records for all 
time worked and all employee leave time earned and unused?” – 1.00) and he said he reviewed the records 
that Assistant CFO Maria Passafaro has of all of the Departmental time records; and he believes Mr. Devlin 
was satisfied with the answer. Councilwoman Chung asked if Ms. Passafaro kept records for every employee; 
and Mr. Luppino reiterated that she keeps it in a binder that is separated by Department and then she enters 
the information into an Excel spreadsheet; and he thinks it’s a pretty decent job she does keeping track of it.  

 
Borough Attorney explained she has it to comply with the current law that for every thirty (30) hours 

you get one (1) (sick day) but he’s not so sure that she has how much they’ve used. Fire Chief said that 
payroll companies usually will not track how much they’ve used.  He owns a business and overpaid 
somebody eight (8) hours. They don’t have a formula yet to track it; so if someone asks for eight (8) hours 
and nobody’s paying attention, that person is going to get overpaid by eight (8) hours. Mr. Luppino said he is 
confident that our Payroll Department is on top of it because any questions they have, they send to him and 
Mr. Hynes; so he’s confident that they’re doing a good job. He said Maria (Passafaro) has been helping out 
while Michaela (Tomanova) is out; and he believes she is due back soon from maternity leave. Mr. Luppino 
reported that as a result of the changes, our score changed from 40 to 39.50 and we still qualify for all of our 
aid as we’re over 30 points.  

 
At this time, Councilman Devlin wanted to point out that he believed the Borough Clerk did get 

overtime for Election Day; and he recalled everyone looked at him like he was crazy at the last Council 
meeting. Borough Attorney advised that was two years ago and not last year; and Chief Financial Officer 
affirmed one was submitted this year and forwarded to the HR Committee for discussion. Borough Clerk 
informed she submitted another one for this election. Councilwoman Chung questioned what inventory list 
the answer was changed for; and Mr. Luppino said it was the building asset inventory which is something we 
should definitely have. Borough Attorney informed we used to have that list. Chief Financial Officer recalled 
we started a physical inventory and said we could add that on there. Mrs. Chung agreed we should have it and 
it doesn’t seem too difficult. Mr. Luppino said he thought we were pretty good and compliant with many of 
the suggestions the State was proposing.  

3) REPORT RE GEORGE A. KOTEEN ASSOCIATES, INC. UTILITY AUDIT (Approved 
  RM 10/7/19) – Borough Administrator reminded there is no cost to us for this proposal other 
than they share in our savings; and said to make it easier on the Finance Department, they signed a letter of 
authorization for this company to talk directly to utilities to obtain the data; and this moves it along faster; and 
we are working on it now. Mayor Glidden reminded that Demarest saved $68,000; and going forward, they 
are saving $1,300 because they got the big savings.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 
Mr. Hynes reported that for the past ten (10) years we have been a part of an energy cooperative. It’s 

good in the sense that we don’t have to go out to bid; it’s a business we’re not really into; and so joining the 
cooperative we can say we think they’re doing what’s best for us. We were told if we didn’t sign this, we 
were out of the herd; but if we do sign this, we’re in the herd for three (3) years. Based on his experience in 
his prior city, we went for a consultant out of Pittsburgh; and he did his due diligence; and the results were 
favorable reviews. In Englewood, they opted not to go with the New Jersey Cooperative, which everyone 
seems to be a part of, for the analysis for (the City of) Englewood’s meter system and found that this 
cooperative only accounted for twenty-four (24) of them not ninety-seven (97); and he can’t blame them 
because maybe the staff didn’t do it. This group found ninety-seven (97) meters and they came to City Hall 
with computers and did a live auction nationally; and the winning bid was Champion in Texas. The estimated 
savings for them over the next three (3) years was $321,000; and this started last year. He called the 
Superintendent of the Board of Education and urged them to do the audit to save the taxpayers money. They 
followed through and their projected savings was $302,000 over three (3) years. Although we won’t get those 
kind of numbers in Closter, he consulted with the Borough Attorney to authorize the company to start the 
process at no cost to us. His argument is that we can’t possibly be worse off; and, in fact, this group is very 
aggressive; and they would like to use us as more advertising for the next group.  

 4) REPORT RE 2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET PREPARATIONS – Borough Administrator 
reported they were all due today at 4:30 p.m. and he’s honestly not sure if they all came in or if they had their 
Mom’s notes if they didn’t. It is the beginning of the process and we will be following up. This year we’re 
going to have the Department Heads come back and present before the Council people because they do it 
every day; and there could be new twists or turns; so instead of himself or the CFO reporting to the Council 
on what they think they need or want, they will make their own presentations.   

5) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: Mr. Hynes reported on the following: 
a. FILED 

1. 2020 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL AID GRANT  
  FOR THE LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT 
  (Grant ID: MA-2020-Lewis Street-Storig Avenue-Eckerson Avenue–00409/Authorized  
  RM 7/10/19) – There’s no report yet; but it’s expected to be awarded in the near future.  
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCHING GRANT FOR  
  THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT PHASE II IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $29,532.00 (Authorized RM 6/28/17/Notification of award dated 9/19/18  
  rec’d from Administrator’s Office 15. M.L. 12/13/18) – The Bidder is in the process of 
constructing specially designed concrete blocks to be installed; and they will begin to apply for the permits.  

2. 2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FOR  
  THE CLOSTER SENIOR CENTER PARKING AREA LIGHTING PROJECT IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $42,980.00 (Approved RM 2/13/19) Notification of award in the amount of 
  $42,980.00 rec’d 15 M.L 9/12/19 – We are required to have this project completed by June 
2020 or we lose the grant; and we’re not about to have that happen. So we are bringing up the project 
vendor, the Gordian Group, to meet with the DPW Superintendent and himself.  Part of the requirements 
are to have a pre-construction meeting; and we’re going to arrange that before December. 

 c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
 6) REPORT – Borough Administrator reported that as of yesterday, they placed an ad for an 
Acting Court Administrator on the Borough website, the Municipal Court Administrator’s website and 
we’re going to be taking an ad out in the League of Municipalities. We are going to close all applications 
on November 29th. He said until we have a true Court Administrator, there is going to be continued turmoil 
at this Court. When defendants come up, there’s nobody here, they get angry, they go out and they take it 
out on the people closest to them – one of them is the Municipal Clerk. When they are unsatisfied, they go 
downstairs and give us a piece of their mind; there’s nothing we can do. We are asking for some 
modifications on the telephone in there. Only they have the code and only they have the key to the store.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 
The Police Chief has a special key in an emergency; but we don’t have the key to get in there. He is asking 
that a message be put on that phone when they call telling them whom they should call in Hackensack 
when they don’t get satisfaction so they don’t go over and yell at the Municipal Clerk or go down and yell 
at us. Ms. Castano corrected Mr. Hynes and voiced her frustrations that people ask a lot of questions that 
we cannot answer and we can’t help them. Mr. Hynes said he understands because a lot of people get 
concerned because an appearance is mandatory; and there is nobody here to ask about it. In answer to 
Councilwoman Chung, he said the advertisement is for Acting and one of the reasons is that we don’t have 
a final separation with the present Court Administrator which is imminent. We’ve been blessed that 
Hackensack has sent people to fill in using their own vacation time to come in here. But the County Court 
Administrator cautioned us they were running out of people capable to do this.  They are out of time and it 
is vacation time during the holiday season. People don’t want to spend vacation time here; so we’re going 
to have a problem starting in December, if not January, trying to solve this problem. 
 
 Mr. Hynes informed we are applying for another Community Block Development Grant and you 
have to be innovative as you can’t go back to something you did before; so now we think we have a great 
project for another automatic door in back of the Library. Councilwoman Latner thanked him for same. He 
explained it is the doors where the voters go. 
 
 Borough Administrator noted the Council will be voting tonight on Municipay. This is a leap into 
the 21st Century. If anyone has been here on Court night, they know the line can go out the door because we 
don’t take a credit card. This authorizes us to do that; however, he doesn’t want to expand this to all 
departments right off the bat. The only other officer we will have is the Fire Marshall’s office; and the 
benefit to that is he is the IT expert; so he will know immediately if there is a problem and how to handle it. 
If this works really well, we will expand it to the Board of Health, Building Department and Municipal 
Clerk. In answer to Councilwoman Chung, he informed this was different than the tax collection portal as 
that is internet and this is a credit card reader. In answer to Councilman Devlin, he explained there are 
different rules for the Court inasmuch as we are not allowed to charge a user’s fee; we have to absorb that. 
We put in a number that we will never reach but were very conservative; and we’re not going to have that. 
And we will do the Budget next year. Tenafly has reported it changed the whole demeanor of the Court 
because people are less stressed out; the Judge is more relaxed; and you lose less money. On installment 
plans, people can’t find them; but they get the credit card which can be billed monthly – it works.  

 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported open 
appointments are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda. We are approaching the end of the 
year; so we will be starting again in 2020.  

 a.   REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 APPOINTMENTS –  Ms. Castano 
reported the customary memo requesting recommendations for reappointment and suggestions for 
vacancies was sent 10/11/19 to all Borough Boards and Commissions with response due 11/22/19. In 
response to the Mayor, she said we should have a better idea of recommendations at that time.  
 2) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 OATHS OF OFFICE – Borough Clerk reported Oaths of 
Office are current with the exception of the Borough Administrator because we are waiting for his Oath to 
be signed as we now have the signed contract.   

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 LICENSES – Ms. Castano reported 2019 Licenses are 
current. She reminded at the last meeting we were able to renew the Cinemex Liquor License for the 2019-
2020 term and are working to finish up their application to amend the License due to new parent company 
ownership. 
 a. REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 LICENSES – Borough Clerk reported a memo 
was sent to the Chief of Police on 10/9/19 and due by 11/4/19 and we did receive the report; so we are 
sending out our customary renewal forms to Borough Licensees and Limousine Licenses for 2020 with a 
return date of 12/5/19.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 MEETING DATES – Ms. Castano reported Meeting Dates 

are current and we have very few dates from now until the end of the year. She reminded the next 
scheduled meetings are Monday, 11/25/19, Wednesday, 12/11/19, and Monday, 12/23/19, just before 
Christmas. She asked if everything could be completed for the December 11th Meeting and the Mayor 
agreed he wanted to cancel that second meeting. 

a. REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 MEETING DATES – (Borough Clerk forgot 
to report that the memo was sent on 10/17/19 to all Borough Boards and Commissions asking for 
submissions by the first week in December.) 

5) STATUS REPORT RE ELECTIONS – GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD   
  TUESDAY, 11/5/19, FROM 6 A.M. TO 8 P.M. – Ms. Castano reported we had a steady 
turnout of people and she thought there was a large turnout but we only had 25% of the registered voters. 
She congratulated incumbents Vicky Amitai and Joe Yammarino for their victory. She gave special thanks 
to Chief McTigue and his Department and William Dahle III and his men as well as the Library Director 
for the follow through by their personnel in seeing that the day went smoothly. 

6) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Borough Clerk reported there 
has been no further progress with the Do Not Knock registry and informed her office is working with the IT 
Coordinator to finalize same.  

7) STATUS REPORT RE OPRA REQUESTS – Ms. Castano reported that, as of today, we 
have had 273 requests; on the same date in 2018, we had 193 and in 2017, there were 157. We are getting 
more and more requests - not for records; and the Administrator can attest to it, that people are asking for 
extra services to provide them with what they want rather than requesting records. We are trying to hold 
them to that and it is very difficult. Councilman Devlin asked how many special service charges there have 
been and Ms. Castano informed everyone is reluctant to charge. The issue is how to calculate man hours to 
gather the information and we can’t deny them.  

 
Mr. Devlin asked how many were substantially disruptive to operations; and Ms. Castano asked 

what is disruptive when you only have two (2) people in a department. She said it may not be an issue in 
larger departments where one (1) person is in charge of OPRA requests; but in an office of only two 
people, if there’s extensive research required, that’s when there’s a problem. She informed they had a 
request that came back again asking for records; the Borough Clerk’s office can provide a certain amount 
of records when they’re asking for Resolutions; but when they want comparisons, this becomes a problem. 
Mr. Hynes affirmed he felt it and said you can’t possibly accommodate some of these requests. Mr. Devlin 
then said those must be substantially disruptive to operations or perhaps a special service charge is needed.  

 
Borough Attorney explained we sent a Mason letter back to the first request because they weren’t 

requesting documents - they were asking for a research project; so we rejected it outright; and now they 
came back with a new one, but he hasn’t seen it yet. Borough Clerk explained it is now for specific records 
and then a little extra; so you can comply with certain things and try to accommodate others another way, 
but how far do you go? Everyone is afraid they’re going to hit the newspaper. She suggested making these 
issues known to (Senator) Loretta Weinberg.  
 8) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR LEAGUE CONFERENCE TO BE  

 HELD IN A.C. FROM 11/19/19 to 11/21/19 – Borough Clerk reported all of the necessary 
information is in their League magazine which she distributed this evening including their hotel reservation 
information and pre-registration certificates. She wished them all a successful educational trip. Mayor 
Glidden asked why Ms. Castano was not attending; and she informed that she and her Deputy split the 
funds for education and attend different Clerk’s meetings throughout the year that offer continuing 
education units (CEUs).  

9) REPORT RE RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS IN   
 AWARDING CERTAIN CONTRACTS IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER  
 (Approved RM 10/23/19 – RFQ posted on www.closternj.us 10/29/19 – Ms. Castano 

reminded the Borough Attorney already reported on this item.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
            10) REPORT – Borough Clerk reported there are still two (2) ordinances that we have been 
reviewing: one has been codified; but we still do not have the information which is the job description for 
the Borough Administrator. She previously provided the information to the Human Resources Committee 
for review; and, hopefully, we will have something we can put back into the Code regarding the 
responsibilities and the job description.  The other is Ordinance No. 2019:1255, “An Ordinance to Amend 
Code Chapter 48, Personnel Policies” adopted July 24, 2019 which should be reviewed before it is codified. 
It left some questions to be addressed that she wished to provide to the HR Committee and Borough 
Attorney for review and possible amendment prior to codification and then voting on and providing an 
updated Employee Manual (2014), which a lot of employees have been waiting to see. Councilman Devlin 
recalled this was addressed in the Best Practices.  
 Ms. Castano reported our Minute books have been haphazardly piled in boxes in the back room; 
and she would like to order a special jumbo heavy-duty file cabinet to secure them in the Borough Clerk’s 
office. At this point, there is some assistance required from our Borough Engineer regarding load bearing 
because those books are heavy; and if they are stacked up high, she is not sure the floor can handle it. No 
objections were voiced to her request for the Borough Engineer’s assistance. 
 

 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 
 1) REPORT – Chief McTigue reported the Monthly Report was sent to the Mayor and 
Council.  Regarding the Court Clerk, he said some of his men are trying to help alleviate that by holding to 
the no fail to appear and no warrants being issued during the course of time before we get somebody to 
replace her so they will be assisting and continuing to let people know they are doing their best to try to 
help alleviate that problem. 
 The Chief reported that unofficially he heard that Public Service is going around doing quite a bit 
of house services based on the high pressure gas lines that are being put all over Bergen County. He 
believes that before year’s end they may be seeing houses between Anderson Avenue and Piermont Road 
and Closter Dock Road homes getting service replacement. That will cause a significant traffic pattern 
issue; and the last he heard was that their pattern was to come here before year’s end. He hopes to receive 
official notification unless the Borough Engineer has heard something, before they start coming our way.  
 Mayor Glidden referred to the Department Report and noted there’s been an increase of 10% year 
over year and asked if there was anything unusual going on. Chief McTigue said overall calls for service is 
a natural progression of people needing assistance. In answer to Councilwoman Latner, he said Police 
Notifications are general information and a catch-all. She noted that went up 100 more this year than last 
year; from 135 to 239 this year. She again congratulated the Department as larcenies have gone down from 
15 to 4. The Chief informed they included when people notify them they are leaving on vacation in the 
notifications category.  

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden reported he advised the Council some meetings ago that we 
might have an interest in acquiring the old True Value property on the corner of Schraalenburgh Road and 
Old Hook Road. He said we could use Open Space funds for this or another source of funds from NJDEP – 
the Nature Center folks are looking at it. He said what we’d like to do is get an appraisal of the property so 
that we can share that with the owner of the property and see if we can’t come close in terms of a price. The 
cost of the appraisal would be $2,500; so he would like to get everybody’s sign-off if he could. He said it’s a 
good thing for the Borough to acquire that property; it’s in a particularly good location for entry into Closter; 
and, of course, we don’t know what price they want; but we’d like to go there. At this time, he asked if 
anybody had any problems with spending $2,500 on the appraisal. 
 At this time, Councilman Devlin asked if that would include any environmental analysis of the soil 
because, as we’ve seen with the Swim Club, there is a history of industrial solvents there. Mayor Glidden 
affirmed there is a history there; and said they have to have a No Further Action Letter from the DEP which 
basically means it’s clean. In answer to Councilman Devlin, Borough Engineer explained it is not an RAO.  It 
is an RAL but there isn’t one for that property currently on the DEP website. He said their website sometimes 
lags behind, but as of right now, it is not listed on there as having one.  
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

D.         MAYOR (Continued) 
 
He further explained that it also has groundwater contamination and a CEA which is a Classification 
Exception Area, which is an ongoing process which attenuates over time, but how much time is not known. 
Mayor Glidden explained to Mr. Devlin that we would not acquire the property and assume the risk of having 
the responsibility of clean up transferred to us; it is on the current owner. Mr. DeNicola explained that 
generally works; but the only issue where that may not work, and it would get written into the agreement 
stating that Super Value is responsible for the clean-up if Closter buys it and then they went bankrupt or 
defunct, such as the Swim Club, it would then be our responsibility; and something would have to be written 
in the contract about that scenario. 
 
 In answer to the Mayor, Councilman Devlin again asked if that included any environmental costs or 
if it would be factored into the price, will that risk be built in. The Mayor said we don’t know if we will 
actually acquire the property. We may not be able to; so, we need to spend the $2,500 to be able to evaluate it 
and negotiate a price. Councilwoman Chung noted the appraiser would take into account the encumbrances of 
doing any kind of environmental evaluation; and Borough Attorney affirmed same but cautioned not if there 
was contamination we were not aware of yet. If they don’t know the environmental concerns, they can’t 
factor that in. Borough Engineer explained that right now, an appraiser would look and say there’s not an 
RAO; and it is a Classification Exception Area. The owner has done testing; and he reiterated that the DEP 
website may not be up to date; and tests performed yesterday would not have results posted yet. They would 
need to look into that on the DEP website or inquiries to the LSRP. Borough Attorney advised the Mayor 
they could take a voice vote and then memorialize it at the next meeting. 
 

9. OLD BUSINESS    
 

a. CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS RE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

1) Borough Attorney report re consultation with Borough Engineer re follow up on   
status of EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL “CULVERT”  
ON BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Requested by Mayor 
WS 12/12/18) (8 M.L. 9/5/19 – copy of letter dated 8/28/19 from Norwood Borough 
Attorney to Bergen County Dept. of Planning and Engineering re culvert ownership) 
 

 Councilwoman Latner referred to the Library being an emergency comfort station and noted that 
Head Librarian Ruth Rando and OEM Coordinator Jim Winters talked about this subject at the last 
department head meeting. In all emergency situations, nothing is absolutely definite; but, if needed, the 
library would be a comfort station. The library would not be used as a shelter to provide sleeping space or 
meals. If the emergency is widespread, Closter would work with the County to open a regional shelter; but 
if the emergency was more local, one of the schools would be used as a shelter. If the library needed to be 
open beyond normal hours, it would never be overnight hours. The library would provide at least two 
employees and the cost of the extra hours would be borne by the budget of the OEM office, which has an 
emergency contingent line item.  

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Councilwoman Latner said the drama production at the High School will be held November 14, 15 
and 16 at 7 p.m. and the tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students and seniors.  

 
 Councilwoman Chung referred to Kevin Whitney’s suggestion for an electronic signboard in front 
of Borough Hall which she thought was a good idea since it would advertise the Borough news. 
Councilwoman Latner expressed support. Councilman Devlin noted that rules for usage should be in place 
before obtaining the signboard. Borough Administrator said he would look into the cost of same.    
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11. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 5-

MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
Steven Pontell, Esq., 19 Main Street, Hackensack, referred to his client, who since 2012 resides at 363 
Closter Dock Road, Apartment 2, which subsequent to moving in the home, was turned from a 2-family 
house to a 3-family house. The landlord has moved out from the first floor apartment and it is now 
occupied by a family of 6 in a one-bedroom unit. There is another family living in the basement. These 
units have been used for approximately two years; and since then his client’s unit has been infested with 
cockroaches. She has alerted the landlord but the situation has not improved; and as of this date, she cannot 
use her appliances or sleep in her bedroom. In addition, when she comes home from work, there are a lot of 
people outside the house; and she has concerns about her privacy. He noted there have been trucks parked 
on the property with people sleeping in the trucks. He hoped that the Mayor and Council could get involved 
in addition to the Department of Health. In answer to the Borough Attorney, he noted that complaints were 
only filed with the landlord directly; and he has sent out an exterminator on a periodic basis; but the 
infestation has not been eliminated. The Fire Chief said he would have a memo sent to the Building 
Department and he would advise the Fire Prevention Bureau. Mayor Glidden said the complaints should 
also be filed by the resident with the Board of Health and Building Department.  

 
Dr. David Barad congratulated the procedure of paying taxes online noting that they can be paid by check 
or credit card at a reasonable fee. Borough Administrator noted that the Court cannot charge a defendant 
this fee.  
 In answer to Dr. Barad, Borough Attorney noted that the rolling assessment has controlled the 
number of tax appeals. Dr. Barad said he was glad to see the Shade Tree Ordinance.   

 
Fire Chief Mark Lupardi thanked everyone for their messages of good will and food he and his 

wife received after his hospitalization. Relative to the fire truck, he thanked the Mayor and Council noting 
that he and other members of the Fire Department worked very hard to select the truck. He reported that 
this year the Department has responded to approximately 40 more calls than last year. He congratulated 
Councilwoman Amitai and Councilman Yammarino on their reelection.  Chief Lupardi advised that he 
would be coming to the Council next year on a Board of Utilities issue which he felt was needed to be 
addressed by the Borough. He said the Department is called for every “runaway” meaning if a thermostat 
gets stuck on “on”, the Fire Department is dispatched. The Fire Department was told recently that there was 
a gas leak which he and his Assistant hurried to only to find out that the homeowner wanted something 
inspected. These are the call takers from PSE&G who work through the BPU, who, after the explosion that 
killed two people, set down rules and regulations.  We are getting now what he refers to as “insurance 
safety” calls.  When a call is received by Public Service at this time, the Fire Department is dispatched. 
Firemen are put at risk thinking there is a major gas leak and find there is nothing.  He related a call on 
Venus Drive where a gas line was installed to a grill, which they wanted checked, and the Fire Department 
was dispatched. He said he would provide all the information to the Mayor and Council on this matter. In 
answer to Councilwoman Chung, the Chief said that some of the calls are exaggerated but we do respond to 
make sure the house is safe.  

 
  Chief Lupardi referred to the Water Company (SUEZ) and said next year he would be starting a 

program with his younger firemen who will be given 12 fire hydrants each to be given a 5-point check to 
make sure same are operational. The report on same will be given to the Mayor and Council. He said he 
would be submitting the Department’s Budget requests on Monday.  

 
12. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
13. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
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14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:00 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded 
by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
       Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
       November 21, 2019 for approval at the  
       Regular Meeting to be held 
       Monday, November 25, 2019 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Loretta Castano, RMC 
       Borough Clerk       
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke     
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC,  
utilizing recording and the  
Borough Clerk’s notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held November 25, 2019 
Consent Agenda Item No. 12b 
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