
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:23 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted 
as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the 
public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Sergeant Matthew Thornhill 
 
 The following persons were not present: 
  Councilwoman Jannie Chung 
  Chief of Police, John McTigue 
                    
3.          MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S)  
 
4. PRESENTATION(S)  
 
  The following presentation was made during the Work Session: 

 
a. PRESENTATION FROM JOEL RUDIN, CLOSTER NATURE CENTER @ 7:30 P.M. 
 (Requested by Mayor Glidden 7/31/19) 
 

5.         MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Not made to date) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT 
MAYOR GLIDDEN'S 

APPOINTMENT TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Associate Member 
Jeffrey Lee 

(Declined Appointment) NO APPOINTMENT 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Associate Member 
Grace Whitney 

(Appt. Member RM 6/12/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Whitney) 31-Dec-19 

*Planning Board 

Alternate No. 1 
Melissa Corso 

(Resigned 3/11/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                     

(Unexp. Corso) 
 

31-Dec-20 

*Shade Tree Commission 

Alternate No. 2 
Tsun Tam 

(Appt. Member ReOrg 1/2/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
4 Years                     

(Unexp. Tam) 
 

31-Dec-19 
 
 ORDINANCES 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS 

SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
  These Ordinances were introduced at the Regular Meeting held 6/26/19, and were published in The 

Record issue of 7/2/19, as stated in the printer’s affidavit of publication.  Reprint of these Ordinances were 
posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, and copies have been 
made available to the general public.  

 
  At the Regular Meeting held 7/24/19 these ordinances were adjourned to this meeting for public 

hearing and adoption. 
 

a. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1261, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 171, 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLES IV, SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION AND ARTICLE 
VI, STREET EXCAVATIONS”   
 

 Mayor Glidden opened the public hearing. 
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 Borough Attorney noted he had spoken to Paul Demarest from the Building Department who said he 
would like to see some changes to the existing fee ordinance, which would not affect this ordinance. He 
recommended that this ordinance move forward and notify all the other departments referred to in A301 to 
review the fees for 2020.  
 
 Mayor Glidden closed the public hearing and asked for a motion to adopt. 
 
 Motion adopting Ordinance No. 2019:1261 was made by Councilwoman Latner seconded by 
Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.  
 

b. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1262, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER A301, FEES 
AND DEPOSITS, SUB-SECTION C, CONSTRUCTION OFFICE, PARAGRAPH (1) (w), 
PRIVATE WALKWAYS”   
 

 Mayor Glidden opened the public hearing. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden  closed the 
public hearing and asked for a motion to adopt. 

  
 Motion adopting Ordinance No. 2019:1262 was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilwoman Amitai and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.   
 

7.          INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –   
MONDAY, 10/7/19, @ 8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD:  

 
 ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1263, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 200 OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, SPECIFICALLY ARTICLE III and ARTICLE XVI” (Received from Borough 
Attorney 8/7/19) 

 
  Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 2019:1263 was made by Councilman Devlin, seconded by 

Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.  

    
8a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 At this time, Councilman Devlin requested that Resolution No. 12 be amended to keep the Borough 
Administrator and Tax Collector salaries at prior rates and to remove the raises from the departmental 
bonuses. He noted that he gave his reasons for same at the Work Session.   
 

   Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 11, 12 and 16 was made by 
  Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden  
  upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

9. BILL RESOLUTION – AUGUST 15, 2019 
(Received from Deputy Treasurer 8/7/19) 
 

10. RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF EDWARD HYNES TO THE FOLLOWING 
POSITIONS ON AN INTERIM BASIS (through October 15, 2019) Received from Borough Attorney 
7/26/19 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX ABATEMENT FOR HDC DURIE DEVELOPMENT, LLC TO 

CONSTRUCT HOUSING DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS CLOSTER FAMILY HOUSING (Received 
from Borough Attorney 7/26/19) 

 
12. RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2019 (Received from Interim Administrator 7/29/19) 
 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

PLANNING BOARD/ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ENGINEERING ESCROW FUNDS TO 
FIVE (5) NAMED APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED 
IMPROVEMENTS PER PLANNING/ZONING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND 
ALL FEES DUE FOR SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED (Received from Deputy 
Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
14.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

PLANNING BOARD/ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT NEW CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ESCROW FUNDS TO NINE (9) NAMED APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF 
ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS PER THE BOROUGH ENGINEER (Received from Deputy 
Treasurer 7/30/19) 
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15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 
ESCROW FUNDS TO SIX (6) NAMED APPLICANTS DUE TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
BOROUGH ENGINEER THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY 
COMPLETED AS REQUIRED BY CLOSTER CODE CH. 167, SOIL MOVEMENT (Received from 
Deputy Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

PLANNING/ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT LEGAL ESCROW FUNDS TO SIX (6) NAMED 
APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS, PER 
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR 
SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $15.50 TO CLOSEOUT SOLUTION, LLC DUE TO 
THE DETERMINATION OF THE BOROUGH ENGINEER THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS 
HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLOSTER CODE 
CHAPTER 108, ARTICLE II, ZERO INCREASE IN STORM-WATER RUNOFF FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 250 MADISON AVE, BLOCK 1704, LOT 9 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE REFUND OF REAL ESTATE TAX 

OVERPAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,592.43 TO LERETA, LLC DUE TO OVERPAYMENT OF 
3RD QUARTER 2019 TAXES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 384 HIGH STREET, BLOCK 1316, LOT 
8 FOR WHICH THE MORTGAGE SERVICE HAS REQUESTED A REFUND (Received from Tax 
Collector 7/30/19) 

 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR TO CREDIT THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT 

FOR TAX YEAR 2019 DUE TO RECIPROCAL EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH 
WHICH STIPULATED A PROPORTIONAL 22% TAX ABATEMENT ON THE LAND VALUE FOR 
PROPERTY USED BY THE BOROUGH IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,233.00 TO CAEA, LLC (Charles & 
Elaine Amorosso), BLOCK 1302, LOT 21 (Received from Tax Collector 7/31/19) 

 
20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 POLICE PATROL VEHICLES and 
ALL ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2019:1256, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-
19-256-001-001 (Received from Administrator’s Office 7/31/19) 

 
21. RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE of EQUIPMENT FROM Grafix Shoppe BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE 2019:1256 Capital Accounts  C-04-18-241-001-002 and C-04-19-256-001-001 (Received 
from Administrator’s Office 7/31/19) 
 

22. RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE of INSTALLATION SERVICES FROM HAWORTH 
SERVICE CENTER BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2019:1256, Capital Account C-04-19-256-001-001 
(Received from Administrator’s Office 7/31/19) 

 
23. RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE of EQUIPMENT FROM STALKER RADAR, APPLIED 

CONCEPTS, INC. BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2019:1256 Capital Account C-04-18-241-001-002 (Received 
from Administrator’s Office 7/31/19) 

 
24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RECREATION COMMISSION LABOR DAY FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

(Received from Administrator’s Office 8/2/19) 
 
25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECREATION COMMISSION’S LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

EVENTS AND THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING CERTAIN LABOR 
DAY ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 67 OF THE CLOSTER CODE (Received from 
Administrator’s Office 8/2/19) 

 
26. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 CLOSTER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT L3 MOBILE VISION SERVER AND ALL ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE 2019:1256, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-19-256-001-003 (Received from Administrator’s 
Office 8/2/19)          
 

27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE BERGEN COUNTY 
MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND (Received from Administrator’s Office 8/5/19)          

 
28. RESOLUTION EVIDENCING COMPLIANCE BY THE GOVERNING BODY WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 

AND N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 RE 2018 AUDIT (Audit Report rec’d. – 7. M.L. 7/25/19 – hand del’d @ RM 
7/24/19) GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY RE 2018 AUDIT 
REPORT (to be signed by each member of the Governing Body certifying they have personally reviewed and 
are familiar with at least the “Letter of Comments and Recommendations” Section of the Annual Report of 
Audit) 
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29. AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF AD INTERIM PERMIT NO. 3 FOR THE 2019-2020 LICENSE 
TERM FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0207-33-006-009 - CINEMEX NJ, 
LLC t/a CMX, 130 Vervalen Street 

 
30. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN SEPARATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE BOROUGH AND ARTHUR BRAUN DOLSON (Received from Assistant CFO 8/6/19) 
 
31. RESOLUTION RENEWING LUSTRON HOUSE CARETAKER SERVICES CONTRACT TO PERFORM 

BASIC MAINTENANCE FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR (Received from Borough Attorney 8/6/19) 
 
32.  RESOLUTION APPROVING SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEALS FOR THE YEARS 2018 AND 2019:  

SELMAN v. BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Received from Borough Attorney 8/7/19) 
 
33. RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S.2012 AND H.R. 530 AND AUTHORIZING LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

TO LEGISLATORS (Received from Borough Attorney 8/7/19) 
 
34. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERIM BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER INTO 

AGREEMENT FOR “WEB INQUIRY PAYMENT PORTAL” FOR PAYMENT OF MUNICIPAL    
TAXES ON LINE (Received from Assistant CFO 8/9/19) 

 
35. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR 

BLOCK 1608, LOT 1, 597 PIERMONT ROAD (Received from Borough Attorney 8/8/19) 
 
36. RESOLUTION AWARDING MID BERGEN REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSION A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO SIGN MID-BERGEN REGIONAL CONTRACT (Received from 
Borough Attorney 8/9/18) 

 
 MOTIONS  
 
37. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 8/8/19): ABSTENTION: AMITAI 
  a. REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 24, 2019  
  b. WORK SESSION HELD JULY 24, 2019 
 
38. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR NEW YORK CYCLE CLUB, INC. TO CONDUCT 

CHARITABLE BICYCLE RIDE “ESCAPE NEW YORK” PARTIALLY THROUGH THE BOROUGH 
ON SATURDAY, 9/21/19, FROM APPROXIMATELY 7:30 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M. (Approval received 
from Risk Management Consultant 8/1/19) 

 
39. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Health     

Alternate No. 2 
Benjamin Latner 
(Resigned 4/18/19) NO APPOINTMENT 

2 Years                  
(Unexp. Latner) 31-Dec-19 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Historic Preservation Commission     

Class C Member 

Erik Lenander 
Resigned due to appointment as 

Qualified Purchasing Agent NO APPOINTMENT 
4 Years                  

(Unexp. Lenander) 31-Dec-19 
 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 
 
40.  REPORTS   
 

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – JULY 2019 (Received 8/5/19) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – JULY 2019 (Received  8/9/19) 

 
8b.  VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX ABATEMENT FOR HDC DURIE DEVELOPMENT, LLC TO 

CONSTRUCT HOUSING DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS CLOSTER FAMILY HOUSING (Received 
from Borough Attorney 7/26/19) 
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  Motion approving the resolution amended under Section 3 to read from 50 years to 30 years was 
made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor 
Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, and Amitai.  

 
12. RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2019 (Received from Interim Administrator   7/29/19) 

    
 Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Witko and 
declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, Yammarino 
and Amitai. Councilman Devlin abstained.  
 

16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT LEGAL ESCROW FUNDS TO SIX (6) NAMED 
APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS, PER 
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR 
SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
 Motion approving the resolution amended to eliminate 91 Ruckman Road was made by 
Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon 
the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.   

 
41.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 

 
 Joe Bianco (54 MacArthur Avenue) referred to the authorization for Boswell Engineering to do the traffic 

study; and Borough Attorney noted that he was authorized to prepare the resolution (during the Work 
Session) for the next meeting.  
  

42.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
42a.   MOTION appointing Patricia Berry as (Temporary) Part Time Payroll Clerk at $21.00 per hour for 

25 hours per week, effective immediately, to be memorialized by resolution at the next regular meeting, was 
make by Councilman Yammarino seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor 
Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.  

 
42b.  MOTION approving the following Closed Session resolution at 9:44 p.m. was made by 

Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the 
affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Amitai.  

 
  OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the governing 
body to discuss per  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4),”A collective bargaining agreement”; and N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), 
“Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations”; and that the items under discussion in the closed 
meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 24-48 
weeks.   

    
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 10:00 p.m. 
 
43.  ADJOURNMENT    
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 10:01 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner,      

seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden  
   
          Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
          September 5, 2019 for approval at the  
          Regular Meeting to be held  
          September 11, 2019 
 
 
          ______________________________ 
          Loretta Castano, RMC 
          Borough Clerk 
 
  Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke 
  utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
  notes 
 
  Approved at the Regular Meeting held September 11, 2019 
  Consent Agenda Item No. 22a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
August 14, 2019. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings, which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 

 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino  
   and Victoria Amitai 
 Interim Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino   
 Sergeant Matthew Thornhill 
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Councilwoman Jannie Chung 

  Chief of Police, John McTigue 
 

 At this time, Mayor Glidden deviated from the Work Session to address the following item: 
 

4. PRESENTATION(S)  
 
 a. PRESENTATION FROM JOEL RUDIN, CLOSTER NATURE CENTER @ 7:30 P.M. 
  (Requested by Mayor Glidden 7/31/19) 
 

Joel Rudin, Dr. Beth Ravit and Marc Gussen of the Nature Center appeared before the governing body and 
updated the Council on the status of the deer exclosure project and on a distant project. Dr. Ravit thanked 
the Council for their support of the deer exclosure and advised that the fence has been erected. The integrity 
of the forest has been preserved and the exclosure is not a deer control measure but to protect the forest. 
The project began on July 29th and was completed yesterday. The project was installed by six students from 
Raritan Valley Community College with Dr. Jay Kelly, and seven volunteers from the Nature Center and 
consisted of 6,600 feet of linear fencing. Marc Gussen volunteered 20 of the students from the Summer 
Program who participated in the installation. The vegetation is being monitored and would be compared 
with the data prior to the fence installation and this will be updated next summer by Dr. Kelly and his 
students. The next step in the Forest Stewardship is to start looking at the ash trees and the infestation of the 
Emerald Ash Borer to make decisions on same.  
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Mark Gussen referred to education and advised that there had been a 7th grade field trip for the students 
from Tenakill School to the Nature Center focusing on the forest diversity and deer population. Now that 
the fence is in place, we look forward to more educational opportunities. Dr. Ravit indicated that there may 
be a reduction in the cost of the project. Joel Rudin thanked the Mayor and Council for the funding and 
explained the next project is restoration and maintenance of the forest and the trails for future generations. 
The next long range project is restoration of the cabin built in the 60’s to ensure its safety, efficiency, uses 
for education and bringing the structure up to code. He asked that the Borough Engineer assess the 
structural integrity of the cabin. Mr. Rudin mentioned he had spoken to the Borough Engineer and it was 
recommended that they come to the Mayor and Council to make sure they would at least support starting 
down this road. 
 
 Mayor Glidden asked if they were aware of any current safety issues and Dr. Ravit indicated that 
there are maintenance issues with the structure and an investment of $2,000 is needed. Mr. Rudin said we 
are not aware of any imminent safety issues and the costs for improvements have not been calculated. It 
will be a long procedure to determine the necessary improvements. Dr. Ravit indicated that the water 
faucets were tested for lead and the results from the certified testing laboratory and the test came back 
lower than the standards. Mayor Glidden asked the Borough Engineer to prepare a proposal to assess the 
cabin and he agreed to same. 
 
In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Marc Gussen indicated that the roof was last worked on approximately 
9-10 years ago and needs to be assessed at this time. Relative to the fence, Dr. Ravit explained the posts 
with pieces of metal were driven in by a pole driver - not by the use of cement. Mayor Glidden thanked the 
Nature Center for the presentation. He assured them that the Nature Center is a great asset, they have many 
friends and he is confident that some assistance can be given if the costs are reasonable. 

 
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF JULY 25, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. No one wished to remove any item for discussion. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 1, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 8 was removed by Councilman Yammarino; Item 
No. 11 was removed by Mayor Glidden; Item Nos. 12 and 13 were removed by Councilman Devlin; Item 
No. 14 was removed by Councilwoman Amitai. 
 
Item No. 8: Received 07/29/19, Dated 07/26/19, from Nabil Ayoub, Project Management Specialist 3, 
NJDOT Bureau of Local Aid – Newark – District 2, to Nick DeNicola, P.E., Boswell Engineering; c: 
Borough Clerk re Notification of NJDOT Award Approval for Railroad Ave., Naugle St. & Old Closter 
Dock Road 2019 Municipal Aid Program Project in the amount of $575,460.18 to J.A. Alexander, Inc. and 
informing the State will not participate in the costs related to Item 5 - Police Traffic Directors ($30,000), 
Third Street Parking Lot ($44,559.15) and Legion Place; O’Shaughnessy Lane; Lustron House Driveway; 
Hickory Lane (Borough Funded - $262,141.35) Copy to Chief McTigue 
 Councilman Yammarino asked for clarification of which grants we did and did not receive because 
on the July 25th Mail List, Item No. 10 says we didn’t get a grant for Railroad Avenue, but here this Item 
says we did. Borough Engineer explained the prior referred to the LFIF Grant for industrial areas which we 
did not get and this one is for the Local Aid Grant, which we were awarded. In answer to Councilman 
Yammarino, he explained the other streets listed as “not included” are covered under the Borough Paving 
Program. 
 
Item No. 11: Received 08/01/19, Dated 08/01/19, from Colleen Mahr, President, NJLM, Mayor, Fanwood 
Borough re Mayor’s Newsline – August 2019 
 Mayor Glidden informed this issue has a lot of information about the League Conference. 
 
 At this time, the Mayor announced he was nominated to serve on the Executive Committee of the 
New Jersey League of Municipalities which will take place at the November meeting at the Conference. 
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Item No. 12: Received 08/01/19, Dated 07/26/19, from Stephen Fritzky, Civil Engineer, Stantec Consulting 
Services, Inc., to Leslie Weatherly re Notice of Application for NJDEP 5 year extension of the existing 
NJDEP Letter of Interpretation – Line Verification (LOI) for property located at Block 1006, Lots 25 & 26, 
396 Demarest Avenue (COMPLETE APPLICATION AND MAP ON FILE IN BOROUGH CLERK’S 
OFFICE – see also 8. M.L. 6/13/19) Copy to Board of Health, Environmental Commission, DPW 
Superintendent 
 Councilman Devlin asked for clarification of this item and Borough Engineer explained they are 
trying to do a cleanup of the area and groundwater behind the A&P which has been going on for years; and 
occasionally you need to request extensions. 
 
Item No. 13: Received 08/01/19, Dated 07/24/19, from Ryan Merritt, Weston Solutions, for Applicant 
Rockland Electric Company, to Borough of Closter re Notice of Application for Letter of Interpretation: 
Line Verification, Wetlands Delineation and Permitting Services, Closter Sub-Station Off-Site Property, 
Applicant: Rockland Electric Company for property located at Block 1105, Lot 1, adjacent to the Closter 
Sub-Station (Block 1104, Lot 9) with copy of Survey – NO COMPLETE APPLICATION RECEIVED as 
indicated in letter (Copy to Environmental Commission, Planning Board, Construction Official) 
 Councilman Devlin informed the Environmental Commission reviewed this application and was 
unable to determine exactly what the applicant is trying to do.  Borough Engineer explained that Orange & 
Rockland is running an underground electric line down Broadway in Norwood, across West Street and our 
infamous Dwarskill Bridge and into the sub-station. Since that line is adjacent to some wetlands, they have 
to get a permit to verify their location and proximity and already have the permit to expand the sub-station. 
 
Item No. 14: Received 08/01/19, Dated 07/29/19, from Ann E. Fay, Municipal Clerk, Borough of Haworth, 
to Surrounding Municipalities re Certified copy of the following Ordinance of the Borough of Haworth 
adopted 7/23/19: #19-09: Amending Chapter XXVI Entitled “Land Use Regulations” (Copy to 
LUC/Planning Board, LUC/Zoning Board of Adjustment) 
 Councilwoman Amitai noted Haworth must have settled their COAH obligation and said we should 
take interest as their neighbor; and asked if anyone knew the numbers they agreed to. Mayor Glidden said 
he did not know because there have been so many it’s difficult to keep track of. 
 
c. MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 8, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 8 was removed by Borough Clerk. 
 
Item No. 8: Received 08/07/19, Dated 08/07/19, from Stephanie Wehmann, RMC/CMR, Borough Clerk, 
Borough of Alpine, to Northern Valley Municipal Clerks re Invitation to the Northern Valley Fire Chiefs’ 
Parade Hosted by the Alpine Fire Department 10/13/19 (Copy to Fire Chief Lupardi) 
 Borough Clerk wanted to bring this event to everyone’s attention. 

 
d. MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 15, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. 
 
Item No. 1: Received 08/15/19, Dated 08/05/19, from Clayton Wiggers to Borough of Closter Municipal 
Clerk re Notice of Zoning Board of Adjustment Public Hearing to be held 8/21/19 at 8 p.m. re Application 
for Variance for 29 John Street, Block 203, Lot 11 (Distributed 8/14/19) 
 
Item No. 7: Received 08/12/19, Dated No Date, from Karl P. Kemm, Esq., McManimon, Scotland & 
Baumann, L.L.C., Attorney for Applicant, to Municipal Clerk re Notice of Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Public Hearing to be held 8/21/19 at 8 p.m. re Application for HDC Durie Development LLC for property 
located at 511 Durie Avenue, Block 1316, Lot 9 (Distributed 8/14/19) 
 
Item No. 8: Received 08/12/19, Dated 08/07/19, from Gary J. Vinci, CPA, to Municipal Clerk; c:  Melanie 
Walter, Director, Division of Local Government Services Length of Service Awards Program Financial 
Statements for the year ended December 31, 2018 for distribution to Mayor and Council, CFO, and 
Administrator (Copy to Assistant CFO) Municipal Clerk – distributed 8/14/19 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of August 14, 2019) 

 
 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent 
Agenda. Councilwoman Amitai referred to Item No. 11; Councilman Devlin referred to Item Nos. 12, 25, 
28 and 35; Borough Attorney referred to Item No.16. 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX ABATEMENT FOR HDC DURIE DEVELOPMENT, LLC TO 

CONSTRUCT HOUSING DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS CLOSTER FAMILY HOUSING (Received 
from Borough Attorney 7/26/19)  

 
 Councilwoman Amitai noted that the numbers for the Village School are not favorable for the 
Borough; and Borough Attorney explained that the Affordable Housing Statute provides for negotiation up 
to 20%.  In Closter the only two pilot programs in the past for Spectrum I and Spectrum II were basically 
negotiated. The 6.28% rate is the practical going rate and is market driven. The statute would allow the 
Borough to negotiate higher but the market would basically prohibit that. Applying for public funding is 
market driven;  he has reviewed other agreements and noted that it is highly competitive this year because 
of the 2015 Supreme Court decision. Exceeding the going rate decreases the likelihood that the Borough 
would qualify for the grant. The timing is critical and the application should be in before the next meeting. 
This is part of the Settlement Agreement with Fair Housing. He informed of a change he would like to 
make  on Exhibit B, paragraph 3 and asked that before it is sent back we by hand, modify it from 50 years 
to 30 years. As the document was sent to him as a pdf, he was unable to amend same prior to distribution. 
The real estate is owned by the Borough of Closter and we entered into a long term lease but the Bergen 
County Housing Authority will be overseeing the project through their Agent, Monarch. After 30 years has 
elapsed, we will be able to negotiate the PILOT at that time. 

 
12. RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2019 (Received from Interim Administrator 7/29/19) 
 
  Councilman Devlin said he would be making a motion to amend the resolution by leaving the 

Administrator and Tax Collector at their prior salaries; and, if possible, to stop the salary raises being used 
to calculate the departmental retiring bonuses. Borough Attorney said the retiring departmental bonus is not 
written in the ordinance and the Council can choose by way of a salary resolution to specifically do that.  

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

PLANNING/ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT LEGAL ESCROW FUNDS TO SIX (6) NAMED 
APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS, PER 
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR 
SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/30/19) 

 
 Borough Attorney cited a change on the Agenda and noted that he had spoken to the Zoning Board 
Attorney and Chairman who indicated that 91 Ruckman Road may still have some outstanding bills and 
same should be excluded from the resolution and carried to the next meeting.  Mayor Glidden noted the 
swim school has not complied with a lot of the items the Zoning Board negotiated. 

 
25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECREATION COMMISSION’S LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

EVENTS AND THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING CERTAIN LABOR 
DAY ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 67 OF THE CLOSTER CODE (Received from 
Administrator’s Office 8/2/19) 

 
  Councilman Devlin clarified that only beer would be served not wine. Borough Attorney advised of 

the regulations under ABC for the consumption of alcoholic beverages and the responsibilities of the 
Recreation Commission’s Coaches Association.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
28. RESOLUTION EVIDENCING COMPLIANCE BY THE GOVERNING BODY WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 

AND N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 RE 2018 AUDIT (Audit Report rec’d. – 7. M.L. 7/25/19 – hand del’d @ RM 
7/24/19) GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY RE 2018 AUDIT 
REPORT (to be signed by each member of the Governing Body certifying they have personally reviewed 
and are familiar with at least the “Letter of Comments and Recommendations” Section of the Annual 
Report of Audit) 

 
  Councilman Devlin referred to page 37 (A.  Compensated Absences) and asked if that includes the 

department head bonuses. He explained they are fabled and legendary bonuses paid to someone who works 
in the Borough for over 30 years; and if you’re a Department Head it’s only 10. It is not written down 
anywhere; and when the Chief retired, he claimed it as a liability against us. He wants to know if those 
numbers were included in the long term liability. Chief Financial Officer said he would have to check with 
the Auditor and he will follow up on same. Councilman Devlin referred to super extra vacation that only 
get paid when you leave – you can never use it – and wanted to know if that number was also included. He 
also referred to the money made from investments noting that same had doubled from 2017 to 2018 and 
Chief Financial Officer said there was a rate increase and good investments. Councilman Devlin referred to 
page 60… relative to Post-Retirement Medical Benefits and the Borough’s liability and Chief Financial 
Officer said he would contact the Auditor on same.  

 
35. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR 

BLOCK 1608, LOT 1, 597 PIERMONT ROAD (Received from Borough Attorney 8/8/19) 
 

 Councilman Devlin questioned the enforcement mechanism and Borough Engineer advised that it 
would depend on the violation; and the Building Department would regulate if the developer was working 
outside of the approved site plan and the CO would be pulled. Councilman Devlin said the agreement 
indicates there will be no additional traffic on Piermont Road; and he questioned if a backup of traffic 
occurs, is it a violation that is actionable by the Building Department. Borough Attorney advised in the 
affirmative if it is proven. 
 

6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 

1) STATUS REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR  
  WIGGERS, BLOCK 1203/LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4, 51 & 63 JOHN STREET (14. M.L. 4/19/18) 
Borough Attorney reported the application is being refiled at the Zoning Board. Additional to that, he spoke 
to the Board Attorney based upon our last meeting in regards to the Mayor and Council possibly moving 
forward to take Superior Court action for the property owner’s failure to comply with property maintenance 
regulations and Zoning Code violations. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR PIERMONT ROAD  
  CLOSTER, LLC, BLOCK 1608, LOT 1, 597 PIERMONT ROAD (7. M.L. 10/25/18) – Mr. 
Rogan reminded this was just spoken about and it is on the Agenda this evening for approval; therefore, this 
item can be removed from future reports. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY 
  OF BERGEN AND THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR INTERSECTION   
  IMPROVEMENT AND SIGNALIZATION AT PIERMONT ROAD & VERVALEN  
  STREET (6. M.L. 5/16/19) Approved RM 5/22/19 – Borough Attorney reported this has 
been signed and sent to the County and it is his understanding that we await the return of a complete 
executed copy. 

4) STATUS REPORT RE FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE (8 M.L. 3/7/19 
  & 6. M.L. 5/2/19/Discussed at WS 5/8/19/Ordinance No. 2019:1259 introduced   
  6/26/19/Adopted 7/24/19 – Mr. Rogan reported this was approved at the last meeting and 
the Borough Clerk forwarded it to the NJDEP per their request so that was timely filed. This item can be 
removed from future reports. 

 
 

5 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Continued) 

5) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATION OF 2019 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  
  CONTRACT WITH MID-BERGEN REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSION FOR  
  HEALTH OFFICER/REGISTERED ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST  
  SERVICES (Discussed at WS 5/22/19, WS 7/10/19, WS 7/24/19) – Borough Attorney 
reported that contract was revised based on the discussions at the last meeting where Councilwoman Chung 
reported the Board of Health authorized a 2% increase; so he revised the contract and sent it to Mid-Bergen 
for execution. We have received it back and are in the process of finalizing it. This item can be removed 
from future reports. 

6) REPORT RE REQUEST FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR MUNICIPAL  
  FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES (Approved RM 7/24/19) – Mr. Rogan reported the  
Borough Clerk’s office has requested a sample legal notice and criteria which he will review and get back 
to them to follow through with the regular procedures. This should be resolved by the next meeting. Mayor 
Glidden asked the Chief Financial Officer when we need the Financial Advisor by; and he informed that we 
were not intending to do any notes until June; so we have some time, but it’s always good to have one on 
board to run some projections as soon as we can. Mr. Rogan reminded this appointment will only be until 
the end of this year for the unexpired term and it will be on the Reorganization list for January. Mayor 
Glidden voiced his opinion it can wait until January. 

7) REPORT – Borough Attorney reported that he, Interim Administrator Hynes and the 
Borough Engineer met with representatives from Norwood and had a conference call with the County in 
regards to the Blanch Avenue Culvert – it is no longer referred to as a bridge. They had some discussions 
and a letter is going out from Norwood Borough Attorney Andrew Fede, who sent him a draft today, which 
summarizes the discussion. The County is going to look further into it; and frankly he didn’t feel that the 
County looked into the file very much at all prior to the conference call. They are contending we have to 
prove it’s a County Road; and we contend they have to prove it isn’t. There are discussions and they are 
looking for any documentation at the County level about responsibility for the culvert; and then we will 
have a discussion about how to fund the repair of that culvert. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, 
Borough Engineer affirmed it is near a C-1 stream. He voiced his opinion that it might be more feasible to 
do a replacement but that is something that has to be discussed. 

At this time, Mr. Rogan requested a Closed Session to discuss PBA negotiations and other pending 
litigation. 

 
At this time, Chief Financial Officer wanted to clarify regarding the Financial Advisor that it is 

probably advisable to get one because there might be a need to do a Temporary Note. We are monitoring 
our cash flow with the new ordinances we did in 2019 plus the Swim Club, which was a sizeable ordinance 
and purchase of a fire truck and DPW trucks. It’s probably safe if we need to do a Temporary Note that we 
have the Financial Advisor on board. Mr. Luppino met with Mr. Hynes and Assistant Chief Financial 
Officer to go over the cash flow in our Capital; and he spoke to the DPW Superintendent to see when his 
trucks are coming in. We need to have the cash available when the trucks come in so we may need to get 
$1M to $1.5M in Temporary Notes to cover that. With that in mind, Borough Attorney affirmed he would 
work with the Borough Clerk’s office on preparing the Criteria for the Financial Advisor. 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14/Contract Amendment for Remedial Excavation 

  not to exceed $106,000 Authorized RM 6/12/19) – Borough Engineer reported they are 
proceeding with working on the specs for this project which will be a bid for the cleanup. We anticipate it 
being ready to bid in October or November. They were authorized about six (6) weeks ago on this project.  

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING PB DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE  
  (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM  

   4/22/15) – Mr. DeNicola reported he and the Construction Official had a walk 
through and there are still some outstanding issues. The biggest issue they have to overcome is the movie  

6 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 
theater roof screening; and Mr. Peters will personally go up there to conduct an inspection to ensure it is up to 
standards. There are some other minor site related issues which they are still straightening out; and, hopefully, 
they get resolved before winter this year. Councilwoman Amitai referred to the green walls that never 
happened; and Mr. DeNicola said that is one of the remaining issues. They do have two or three locations 
where they are starting to do the green walls but they are only 3 feet in height and the trellis is only 3 feet in 
height; and he explained it’s not going to grow up by itself – they have to extend the trellis. He said they need 
to make better efforts. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE INITIAL PHASE OF TIER A MUNICIPAL STORMWATER  
  PERMITTING PLAN (SP3) PER PROPOSAL DATED 4/9/19 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
  EXCEED $5,000 FOR THE INITIAL PHASE (10 M.L. 4/11/19) Authorized RM 5/8/19  
Borough Engineer reported they are currently working with the Building Department and DPW 
Superintendent. This is the report for NJDEP that needs to be updated because some of the criteria changed in 
2018 and we have to conform to their requirements. This project should be complete by year’s end. In answer 
to Councilwoman Amitai, he clarified this pertains more to the Borough Code than to infrastructure. 

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
  LOCAL AID PROJECT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE, NAUGLE STREET AND OLD 
  CLOSTER DOCK ROAD IMPROVEMENTS AND 2019 BOROUGH ROAD PAVING  
  PROGRAM (Grant ID MA-2019-Railroad Ave., Naugle St. & Old Closter Dock Road- 
  00278) Notification of award dated 3/29/19 in the amount of $222,000 (5. M.L. 4/4/19)  
  Boswell Engineering Project No. CL-1333 (Authorization to Bid RM 5/22/19) Notice to  
  Bidders published in The Record 6/16/19/Bid Opening held 7/2/19 @ 11:30 a.m./Contract 
  awarded to J.A. Alexander in the amount of $575,460 at RM 7/10/19 – Mr. DeNicola 
reported this is currently under way which was previously discussed with Councilman Yammarino during the 
Mail List; and it also includes the Borough components of Legion Place, Third Street, Auryansen Court and 
Lustron House driveway. He anticipates this project being completed in early November or late October.  

5) REPORT RE REVISIONS TO BOROUGH ZONING MAP DUE TO ADOPTION OF  
  AFFORDABLE HOUSING ORDINANCES (Reported @ WS 6/26/19/Requires adoption by 
  Ordinance) – Borough Engineer reported he has been going back and forth with the Borough 
Attorney and COAH Planner on straightening out some of the zoning issues; and he hopes to have that 
resolved within the next two months. He needs to make sure we get all the zones properly on the map because 
there are some outstanding issues; and he will speak privately with Mr. Rogan and Mr. Hynes on same.  

6) REPORT – Mr. DeNicola reported he spoke to Assistant County Engineer Nancy Dargis; and 
she is requesting a survey of the Vervalen Street and Piermont Road intersection. The next step is to get back 
the executed copy from the County and then give them a survey so they can come up with the alignment of 
the intersection and come up with the widening and widths. The County handles that as it is a County Road. 
He explained that they were not authorized yet and the County said it is their pleasure; so the sooner we can 
get it to them the sooner they can start on it. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said the intersection is in 
front of the new Daycare Facility and recalled he sent a proposal to the Borough earlier this Spring.  

Mr. DeNicola spoke to the DPW Superintendent today; and he is looking for a proposal from Boswell 
to do some environmental permitting for two (2) proposed pole barns for the DPW. He explained these are 
large buildings that house equipment; and several permits will be required. One is the C-1 waterway so there 
is the 300-foot buffer issue. It is an unstudied C-1 stream; so we have to wait to study the stream and do some 
surveys and hydraulics to determine the floodplain limits; and lastly the wetlands location has to be verified 
for any kind of wetlands buffers. Councilwoman Amitai questioned if the barns are built on slabs and if that 
was the reason the DEP has to get involved. Borough Engineer explained it is because we are building within 
the 300-foot riparian buffer and all of those things are required; not because they are being built on slabs.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

            for the following Mail List requests re Insurance:   
 a. Closter Improvement Commission Requests (9 M.L. 4/25/19) 
  1) Tree Lighting (Sun, 12/1/19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Closter Borough 

  Hall/Refreshments at the Senior Center) – Mr. Hynes reported we have yet to receive any 
information from them. Councilwoman Amitai noted they will be meeting next Tuesday.    

 b. Escape New York (6. M.L. 6/13/19) request to partially run through the Borough on 
  Sunday, 9/25/19 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.  – Mr. Hynes reported all of the 
required insurance has been provided to the Borough Clerk. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS:  
a. SHARED SERVICES:  

  1) COUNTY OF BERGEN for THE SHORT TERM EMERGENCY  
    SHARING OF FIRE APPARATUS (Approved RM 8/22/18) – Mr. Hynes 
reported the Fire Department said there was really no action needed or required on this.  

3) REPORT RE STATUS OF PREPARATION OF CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR  
  2018 AUDIT REPORT  (to be on file in Boro Clerk’s office no later than 45 days from  
  date of publication of Synopsis of Audit – published 7/30/19) – Mr. Hynes reported they 
have been meeting with the Finance Department and the CFO; who has a status report on the steps we have 
taken for Corrective Action. 
 At this time, Mr. Luppino referred to the following Recommendations: 

1. “The Borough review its procedures relating to developer's trust to ensure that the respective 
escrow balances are refunded in a timely manner”  He reported we reduced our findings from  

last year but there are still some repeats. The first one is in the Building Department.  We are trying to set 
up a meeting for next week because there are some old Developer’s Escrow Accounts that have to be 
reviewed. If the work has been completed, then the escrow needs to be returned and the account closed. 
There has been action but still not 100%; and we are going to push to get this done by the end of the year. 
In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said he knows a lot of them have been cleared up but he should 
have a better idea on Monday as to how much is left. 

2. “All Trust Fund reserves be reviewed and approval to expend dedicated funds be obtained 
from the Division of Local Government Services or balances be transferred accordingly” 
This pertains to Dedication By Rider for two (2) Trusts: Swim Club Reserve which we are still 

working through; and the Parking Reserve which did not get approved by the DLGS and was closed out 
and placed into Capital. He expressed his hopes that the Swim Club Reserve will no longer be an issue for 
this year or possibly next year. 
 3. “Purchase orders be encumbered prior to the ordering of goods or services”  He informed the 
Interim Administrator will send out another email to some of these Departments about ordering to make 
sure they have a requisition first and to not place the order and then send us the invoice. They will be 
speaking to the Department Heads about the issue as well.  
 4. “All cash receipts and cash disbursements relating to the Other Trust Fund be recorded in the 
Borough's accounting system” Mr. Luppino explained this pertains to the Building Department Trust 
Accounts.  They are working on getting that on the General Ledger system; so, hopefully, it will be 
resolved by the end of the month. 
 5. “The fixed asset ledger be currently maintained” He said this will be corrected as the 2018 additions 
were not included in the schedule which should not be a problem. In answer to Councilman Devlin, Mr. Luppino 
said they actually did a physical inventory, but the new additions were not added on the bookkeeping system. 
 6. “The UCC Report be filed annually in accordance with N.JA.C. 5:23-4.17” He reported this 
one has been completed and sent to the State. 
 
 Chief Financial Officer said there was really nothing earth shattering and was primarily 
bookkeeping issues.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 At this time, Borough Engineer questioned what the issue was with the Parking Reserve Dedication 
By Rider as several other municipalities have them. He questioned if there was something the Borough 
didn’t have that the others did and that’s why they received approval because this is very important at the 
Zoning Board. Chief Financial Officer said there is no specific State Statute and there are new people at the 
State level; he thinks some people are stricter; there wasn’t a specific Statute that would justify the Parking 
Reserve. Mr. DeNicola asked if every town that has one is illegal; and Borough Attorney advised we have 
always had one.  Chief Financial Officer said sometimes it’s something that’s on the books but wasn’t 
approved by the State and so it depends on the Auditor. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Mr. Luppino 
suggested setting it up as a Reserve through the Capital Fund and not as a Trust. Borough Engineer 
questioned if at the Board level, fees could be collected for inadequate amount of parking and CFO 
responded in the affirmative.  
 
 Mr. Hynes continued with his report as follows: 
 

4) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED 

1. 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL FREIGHT  
  IMPACT FUND (LFIF) GRANT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE PROJECT (Grant ID 
  LFIF-2019-Railroad Avenue-00001) Approved RM 12/20/18 (Notice that award was not  
  granted 10. M.L. 7/25/19) – Mr. Hynes reported we were not awarded this grant; therefore, 
his item can be removed from future Agendas.  

2. 2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  FOR  
  THE CLOSTER SENIOR CENTER PARKING AREA LIGHTING PROJECT IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $42,980.00 (Approved RM 2/13/19) – Interim Administrator informed we 
expect award notifications in September. 

3. 2020 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL AID GRANT  
  FOR THE LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT 
  (Grant ID: MA-2020-Lewis Street-Storig Avenue-Eckerson Avenue–00409/Authorized  
  RM 7/10/19) – Mr. Hynes voiced his understanding this is ongoing; and Borough Engineer 
clarified this was only filed – we have not been awarded for this project yet.  
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

1. STATUS REPORT RE FY 2018-2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,500.00 FOR SENIOR WELLNESS 
(Notification of Award rec’d 18. M.L. 10/4/18) – No report. 

2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCHING GRANT FOR  
  THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT PHASE II IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $29,532.00 (Authorized RM 6/28/17/Notification of award dated 9/19/18  
  rec’d from Administrator’s Office 15. M.L. 12/13/18) – Mr. Hynes reported this project 
has been ongoing for quite some time. This week the Recreation Commission Director, DPW 
Superintendent, he and a new group called the Gordian Group walked the park. FSG had originally 
intended to be the implementer of the program.  Unfortunately, their license had been suspended and won’t 
be reinstated until early next year and we can’t wait. The Gordian Group will use the exact same 
requirements and put the lights exactly where we want; and we want them to start ASAP. 

 c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
 6) REPORT – Interim Administrator Hynes reported we received quotes for the rehabilitation 
of the back room. They have received three (3) quotes and obtained input from the Building Department 
who uses it continuously; and if we have an agreement, we would like to begin that project. The low bid for 
that project is $15,550 which includes everything except carpeting, which they estimate to be about $1,200. 
In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he affirmed they would be gutting the room, removing the dividing 
wall, install new lighting, electrical receptacles every 6 feet; and the door to the Court will be removed and 
closed off. The scanning equipment will be in there also. It will be inconvenient for about two weeks with  
the files being removed; and he has spoken to some of the Department Heads to let them know.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
6) REPORT (Continued) 

DPW Superintendent said he will have some of his men move the files out; and if he can get a verbal 
approval this evening, they would like to start in September. No objections were voiced to the Mayor. 
 Mr. Hynes reported he had a meeting with Councilman Yammarino and a Senior Executive from 
Millennium Strategies which is a grant company, as requested by the Council previously. They met for 
about an hour; and he forwarded the Council an email brochure they were provided; and voiced his opinion 
that it would be worthwhile to invite him to a future Council meeting. He has worked with them in the past 
and they are very successful and can tell you ahead of time if you have any chance to win. They represent 
about 75 communities in New Jersey alone.  
 Interim Administrator Hynes requested a Closed Session to discuss the need for a Part Time 
Finance Clerk, and alas, that issue is back again. He also wants to talk about the designation of an Assistant 
DPW Superintendent. Earlier today he gave the resumes for Finance Clerk and the sole candidate for the 
DPW position to the governing body. Borough Attorney advised there was no need for that item to be 
discussed in Closed Session because there was no need for the Committee to meet with candidates; it was 
published internally; and this was the new position we talked about for the Assistant to the Superintendent. 
In answer to Councilwoman Latner he reiterated there was only one candidate so if the Council wants to 
they can talk about it during the Regular Meeting and they can authorize him to prepare a Resolution for 
the hiring and establishing the position for the next meeting. It is not on tonight so we can’t hire him. It was 
cleared with the Union and will remain a Union position with an increase of approximately $9,000 and it 
would net be effective until the next meeting. Councilwoman Latner supported the move as it has been in 
discussions for a long time. Councilman Devlin questioned how the salary was set and Borough Attorney 
informed it was recommended by the DPW Superintendent which is an increase over the highest level of 
employee below him. Mr. Devlin asked if this was just being added to the contract or would there be 
negotiations regarding overtime and on-call. Mr. Rogan advised he spoke to the Union rep about that and 
he can’t say it’s completely resolved because there is still some disagreement between management and 
labor on that. No so much for the emergency calls but in terms of the snow call-ins and then a fire or 
ambulance call comes in – do the employees keep working or can they go address the fire. Mr. Devlin 
suggested holding off on this until the issues are resolved because then we are giving something in a 
contract that hasn’t been fully negotiated. Mr. Rogan reminded this was not a request by the Union; and the 
reason it is in the Union contract is because every position other than the Superintendent has a salary 
outlined in the agreement, and that’s the reason it is a Union issue. This was a request by the 
Superintendent and affirmed he requested it be in the Union contract. He did not request this position to be 
taken out of the Union and Mr. Devlin asked if the position exists now; to which the Borough Attorney 
advised it did not. He clarified the request was that this particular individual be kept in the Union and 
explained it would be a discretionary call for the Council to discuss and make a decision. 
 Councilwoman Amitai asked the Borough Attorney to explain the difference. He said there is a 
difference is in overtime; one less person in the Union; job protection is a lot different – you have rights 
under the Union from the Collective Bargaining Agreement. When you are taken out of the Union you’re 
basically an at-will employee and can be terminated for any reason; so there is a big difference in the 
relationship between the employee and employer. Everyone except the DPW Superintendent and Chief of 
Police have protections under their Collective Bargaining Agreement. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai 
he said other than a few tenured positions in the Borough, which are Statutory, everyone else is an at-will 
employee. Mrs. Amitai asked Mr. Devlin to explain why he thinks this employee should not be in the 
Union when everybody else is. Mr. Devlin voiced his opinion in that position they will have major 
responsibilities to delegate tasks to their inferiors and deal with disciplinary issues and so he feels it’s hard 
to be on Management – our team – controlling the Department, yet at the same time being in the same unit 
as them and negotiating against us for contracts. Councilwoman Latner referred to the history of the 
Department and said they did the same thing in the Police Department in terms of setting up a hierarchy 
with a chain of command. A big part of this is having the chain of command and there has never been any. 
Borough Attorney voiced his understanding that was why Mr. Devlin was questioning same. Mrs. Latner 
voiced her opinion this has been a long time coming as it has always been just Bill (Dahle) and the one 
applicant meets all of the qualifications. In terms of the Union, she isn’t necessarily sure this person will be  
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
6) REPORT (Continued) 

doing most of those things on a daily basis – it’s mostly when the Superintendent isn’t there, like he will be 
filling in but he won’t be disciplining. Mr. Rogan advised that, in fairness, there are certain aspects that 
come in already. You can be in the Union and be a Foreman and be in charge of a crew or be a member of 
the Police Department and overseeing individuals. The Chief of Police is the Executive Commander of the 
Department and the Lieutenant and Sergeants oversee employees; both the PBA and the Union do have 
some oversight already. Mr. Devlin said he has no problem with the candidate or anything like that but he 
feels there is a management issue; and the Borough Attorney said that is a discretionary call. 
 In answer to Councilwoman Latner, Borough Attorney said if the Council authorizes him to 
prepare a Resolution and what they would like it to say he could do so for the next meeting. The Resolution 
will be to establish the position and set forth the salary, in which he will put the exact dollar amount. There 
will be a brief amendment to the bargaining unit because it lists every position and their salary range; and 
in the same Resolution name the individual into that position and the salary. 
 
 At this time, Interim Administrator reminded we need a part-time Finance Clerk. The one we had, 
we thought we vetted thoroughly, had a perfect background and lasted only three days; and he was 
surprised as was the Tax Collector. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said the woman was well 
qualified but perhaps, because she came in during tax season, it was overwhelming. The Chief Financial 
Officer of Tenafly has recommended a recent graduate from Montclair State who had a very high 
accounting average. She is willing to get to work right away and would work for the same salary previously 
authorized at $21.00 per hour. She understands there are no benefits and this is temporary until the 
employee going on maternity leave comes back. He said she is unique in that she actually likes doing bank 
reconciliations and that’s very rare; and the Mayor said he need not say any more – they should just hire 
her. Councilman Devlin asked if she was related to anyone in the Borough and if she was one of the 
previous candidates for the position to which Mr. Hynes responded no to both questions. He explained they 
went through the previous candidates; and the good ones were snatched up immediately; and others are 
very qualified but can only work at night.  
 Borough Attorney informed that due to the urgency of the issue, a voice vote could be taken this 
evening; and he can have a memorializing Resolution at the next meeting. Mayor Glidden asked for same 
to be done in the Regular Meeting. 
 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported  all open 
appointments are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda. 
 2) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 OATHS OF OFFICE – Ms. Castano reported Oaths are 
current. Mr. Hynes is being appointed to several positions this evening and she will provide him with the 
Oath of Office this evening. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 LICENSES – Current at this time. 
Regarding Liquor Licenses, there are two liquor licenses being worked on at the present time. We 

are continuing to try to obtain information from Cinemex which is an arduous task. Our Borough Attorney 
has attempted to get the information but we still do not have a completed application showing ownership 
and contacts. Mayor Glidden interjected and asked that as this keeps coming up, at some point don’t we 
have to pull the license; and Borough Attorney affirmed same. He explained the problem currently is that 
after the first time they resolved this, there has been some kind of merger which messes up the entire ABC 
application. They have been very reluctant or unable to provide us with the information we need. Mr. 
Rogan spoke to their second attorney in Florida about it. New Jersey’s ABC regulations are more strict than 
other states; and he thinks a lot of people are not familiar with it and don’t recognize what has to be done. 
This woman appears to be in a position to provide the information needed. As the Borough Clerk 
mentioned, he reiterated there has always been an issue of establishing ownership and responsibility going 
back to when they first opened. They are a Mexican company and owned in a long chain of different 
entities and corporations; and we require principals to sign off on certain aspects. In answer to Councilman 
Devlin, Borough Attorney explained it is not a simple ownership; it is a very complicated chain of title.  
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
 Mayor Glidden voiced his concerns as to the liability of the Borough if this continues. Mr. Rogan 
explained we can’t have the 21 year old theater manager signing off on this – we need a principal. In 
answer to Mr. Devlin, Borough Attorney said it is the Borough, the Police, the Auditor and the State who 
are involved in this. Ms. Castano informed the individual we have worked with for years at the Licensing 
Bureau was promoted to a different department and now there is a new individual so that doesn’t help clear 
up the questions we have. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Attorney explained this has 
nothing to do with a CO and said they are operating under their original license but they merged with a 
different company which has changed the entire structure of the business.  

Ms. Castano reported the new restaurant in Plaza we are seeing information about - Brasserie 
Memere. It is our understanding that the financials were sent to the Auditor for review but we still do not 
have a completed 12-page Application in the Clerk’s office. We are trying to get this information also but it 
is taking some time. Mr. Rogan explained the financials were sent to the Auditor in late May, and he 
understands the application is separate from those issues; but by the time it comes back, it will have Police 
approval and Auditor approval. Ms. Castano says her office gets the 12-page application and reviews it 
thoroughly to make sure all of the requirements are satisfied and we don’t have that. A lot of the times they 
go to the Detective Bureau and provide financial information without having completed the 12 page 
application. In answer to the Mayor, Borough Attorney informed he has sent letters to both attorneys 
explaining the seriousness of the issues.  

Borough Clerk reported Stern & Bow is beginning to show signs of impending opening.  We are 
getting calls from the distributors to accept orders but we still have not had any application to reactivate the 
license. She explained the previous owner of Harvest bought the Azucar license and did extensive 
renovations; therefore, the license had to be deactivated until it was completed. 

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 MEETING DATES – Ms. Castano reported this item is 
current. 
 5) STATUS REPORT RE CODIFICATION OF 2018 ORDINANCES – Borough Clerk 
reported we have been codified online and Arlene (Deputy Borough Clerk) has started another page within 
the Code site for the Codification showing the 2019 Ordinances adopted and scheduled for public hearing 
and adoption. This is something we have been wanting to do for a long time and Ms. Castano was glad she 
was finally able to get that done. 

6) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Ms. Castano reported the “Do 
Not Knock” Registry is on hold as Kevin (Whitney, IT Coordinator) was on vacation and has now returned. 
At the next meeting she will have a progress report. 

7) STATUS REPORT RE OPRA REQUESTS – Borough Clerk reported as of 8/13/19 we 
have had 192 OPRA requests to date for 2019; 123 on the same date in 2018; and 118 for 2017.   
 8) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR LEAGUE CONFERENCE TO BE  
  HELD IN A.C. FROM 11/19/19 to 11/21/19 – Ms. Castano reported she received 
confirmations from both hotels; purchase orders have been generated, signed and sent back. We received 
the pre-registration information and have already Pre-Registered everyone.  

9) REPORT – Borough Clerk reported on the following: 
 a. General Election – we received information from the Elections Division that the 

deadline is September 3rd for the Election Copy to be sent to the County Clerk by the Municipal Clerks. We 
will receive the sample Vote By Mail Ballot for approval which is due by September 6th. We have been 
informed that on the Democratic ticket there is Linda Albelli.  Michael Kafer has withdrawn his name. 
Mayor Glidden voiced his understanding that they would be coming with a replacement. Councilwoman 
Witko said they were working on it. Ms. Castano reported she was made aware of some vacancies that 
could occur up to September 10th but hopefully any replacement comes sooner because they will hold up 
the Vote By Mail Ballot deadline to fill any kind of vacancy. 
 At this time, Ms. Castano requested a change in the telephone system which she can hopefully 
review with Mr. Hynes. She explained her office is constantly getting phone calls and she is finding out 
that in most municipalities the Clerks are farther down the list whereas she is No. 2 on the menu after 
Emergency Services and receives constant phone calls asking which Department to reach. Mayor Glidden 
asked her to speak to Mr. Hynes regarding same. 

12 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – AUGUST 14, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 
 1) REPORT – In the absence of Chief McTigue, Sergeant Thornhill had nothing to report. 
 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden reminded of the schedule of Labor Day activities starting Friday, 
8/30/19 through Monday, 9/2/19: Saturday is the Volleyball Tournament; Sunday is the 5K Run and Movie 
Night in the evening; Monday is the Field Day of events with rides for the kids and fireworks around 8:45 
p.m.; and he invited all to attend. 
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden wanted to poll the Council regarding cancelling the 8/28/19 meeting;  
and no objections were voiced by members of the Council. 
 
 The Mayor noted there are several appointments on the Agenda that are still open and he wanted to 
remind everyone if they have suggestions for appointments to please let him know. There are two (2) 
openings on the Shade Tree Commission; one (1) on the Planning Board; one (1) on the Shade Tree 
Commission; one (1) on the Board of Health; two (2) on the Food and Assistance Board; and two (2) on the 
Historic Preservation Commission. 
 Councilman Yammarino reminded he sent the Mayor an application for the Historic Preservation 

 Commission. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 

a. CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS RE THE FOLLOWING:  
 1) Borough Attorney report re consultation with Borough Engineer re follow up on  status of 

 EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL BRIDGE CULVERT ON 
 BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Requested by Mayor WS 
 12/12/18)  Title changed from “bridge” to “culvert” as noted in Borough Attorney’s  

                          report. 
 
 Councilwoman Latner thanked the Borough Attorney for helping the Library with the Tax ID 
number.  

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Councilwoman Latner noted that a family in town cannot get Access Link because it does not 
service this area as it is not a New Jersey Transit Bus Line; it is a Rockland Coach Line; and to get 
transportation to Bergen Community College in a wheelchair has been a problem. Councilwoman Witko 
said the State pays for Access Link. Mayor Glidden said he would look into the matter; and requested it be 
placed under Old Business until we can find a resolution. 
 

Councilwoman Amitai referred to the School Panel discussion which was held the other day and 
was very interesting to hear about the issues. The heavy traffic was discussed and the increase of Crossing 
Guards was suggested.  Councilman Devlin noted that the Board of Education should pay for it; and it was 
noted that this is handled through the Police Department. Mayor Glidden agreed and asked Councilwoman 
Amitai to discuss this matter with the Police Chief.  On behalf of the Chief of Police, Sergeant Thornhill 
took that under advisement and said he would so inform Chief McTigue.  Councilwoman Amitai said 
parking space at Hillside School was discussed. Consent Education was discussed in addition to staggered 
dismissal; and Councilwoman Witko said this had been discussed when she served on the School Board.  
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10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 5-

MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
 Dr. David Barad (26 Kinkaid Avenue) voiced his support for the tax abatement resolution. He informed 

there were 186 visitors to the farm this weekend. He noted the farm has a permanent fence around it but the 
deer make it through. He noted that trees are being felled at the property on MacArthur and he questioned 
the status at the Planning Board. Borough Attorney noted that the Ordinance Committee has met on this 
subject and made some revisions, which are being reviewed by Bill Fuchs. Dr. Barad questioned what the 
problems are with the salaries of the Tax Collector and Administrator; and Councilman Devlin cited the 
problems that had occurred and said we do not award unethical behavior. Dr. Barad voiced his opinion that 
you are referring to punitive damages which should not apply, which he does not understand. 

 
 Joe Bianco (54 MacArthur Avenue) recommended having the Borough Engineer perform the survey of 

Piermont Road and noted that a traffic light would help to move traffic. Borough Engineer said he 
submitted a proposal on April 5th for $8,200 for the survey and $25,000 for the signal; and Borough 
Attorney said he could prepare a resolution for the next meeting.  Mr. Bianco cited the back room that came 
from the Zoning Board and noted the brick work is moldy; and someone should contact Tom Hennessey on 
closing the door from the middle conference room. Mayor Glidden said he would speak to the 
Administrator on the matter. Mr. Bianco thanked the Mayor on what he is doing on the School and on the 
Committee on Mount Laurel.  

 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE  
 GOVERNING BODY 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:21 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilman Yammarino and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
       Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
       September 5, 2019 for approval at the  
       Regular Meeting to be held 
       September 11, 2019 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Loretta Castano, RMC 
       Borough Clerk       
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke     
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC, utilizing          
recording and the Borough Clerk’s   
notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held September 11, 2019 
Consent Agenda Item No. 22b 
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