
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING  MINUTES – APRIL 26, 2017 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:36 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
  Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung  
    and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Auditor, Gary Vinci 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 
 The following persons were absent: 
                         Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
3. MAYORAL PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 28, 2017 AS 2017 ARBOR DAY IN THE 

BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Received from Mayor’s office 4/20/17) 
 

Mayor Glidden read and so declared.  
 

3a. SOCCER PRESENTATION (Requested by Mayor Glidden’s office 4/24/17) 
  This Presentation  was made in the Work Session. 
 
4. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT(S) TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Environmental Commission    

Member/Shade Tree 
Liaison 

Brian Stabile 
(Elected to Council) NO APPOINTMENT   

3 Years 
Unexp. 

(Stabile) 31-Dec-17 

Associate Member 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 

Planning Board     

Class II/Rep. Gov’t 
of Closter 

Gary Montroy 
(Resigned) NO APPOINTMENT     

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Montroy) 31-Dec-17 

Alternate No. 2 

Ansar Batool  
(Moved to Class IV RM 

3/8/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

2 Years 
Unexp. 
(Batool) 31-Dec-17 

Shade Tree Commission     
Member/Environmental 

Commission Liaison 
Brian Stabile 

(Elected to Council) 
 

NO APPOINTMENT   5 Years  31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 1 

Wanda Hollender 
(Did not accept 
appointment) NO APPOINTMENT 

3 Years 
Unexp.  
(A. Ix) 31-Dec-17 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS 

SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
  This Ordinance was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 4/12/17, and was published in The 

Record issue of 4/15/17, as stated in the Municipal Clerk’s affidavit of publication.  Reprint of this 
Ordinance was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, and 
copies have been made available to the general public.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1224, “A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $28,000 

FOR THE ACQUISITION OF TURNOUT GEAR FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER AND TO APPROPRIATE $28,000 FROM 
GENERAL CAPITAL SURPLUS”  

 
  Mayor Glidden opened the public hearing.  
 
  Borough Administrator advised that at this time the Department has seven (7) new firemen and 

would need to be outfitted.  
 
  No one else wishing to be heard Mayor Glidden closed the public hearing.  
 
  Motion approving Ordinance No. 2017:1224 was made by Councilman Barad, seconded by 

Councilman Di Dio and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

  
6. RESOLUTION RE WAIVER OF READING IN FULL OF THE 2017 MUNICIPAL BUDGET, 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 
 
  Borough Auditor explained that the waiver is necessary because even though the governing body 

will still be having the public hearing on the Budget,  prior to the hearing, you need to approve the waiver 
of reading the entire budget.  

 
  Motion of Approval was made by Councilman Barad, seconded by Councilman Di Dio and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
7. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE 2017 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND RELATED 

RESOLUTIONS @8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD  
 
 The Municipal Budget was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 3/22/17; and the Municipal 
Budget Summary was published in The Record issue of 3/28/17, as stated in the printer’s affidavit of 
publication.  Reprint of the Summary was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with 
statutory requirements, was posted on the Municipal Web Site pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-10; and copies 
have been made available to the general public.   
 
 Borough Auditor said that the introduced budget was a preliminary budget of $15,936,000, an 
increase from the 2016 Municipal Budget of $15,542,000; an increase of approximately $393,000 and the 
proposed tax levy from this budget was an increase of $216,000 which was under the State mandated 2% 
CAP. Converting the proposed increase to the impact on a house assessed at $675,000 would mean 
approximately $58 more this year. Some of the major increases are due to a health insurance of $58,000, 
funding for a rolling reassessment of approximately $100,000, pension costs administered by the State of 
New Jersey would be increasing $55,000 and debt service would be increasing by $95,000. The budget 
has utilized $1,340,000 of the year-end surplus which was just over $2,200,000, which is the highest 
amount over the last 10 years. The reason for the increase in the surplus is the tax collection rate, which is 
incredibly strong. The collection rate last year was 99.2%, which is the highest in the last 10 years. The 
hearing would be held this evening and there is a proposed amendment increasing several line items over 
10%, requiring a separate hearing; therefore, the adoption of the budget would be delayed until the 
meeting of 5/10/17.  
  
 Mayor Glidden opened the public hearing. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the 
public hearing.   

 
8.  RESOLUTION RE SELF EXAMINATION OF CY 2017 BUDGET (Requested by Auditor 4/19/16) 
  TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH AUDITOR 
   This matter was tabled until next meeting. Borough Auditor advised that once every three years 

the State reviews the budget and the other two years the budget is certified by the Chief Financial Officer. 
The resolution is tabled because one of the requirements is that all public hearings have been held. The 
amendment would be voted on this evening and the hearing held on May 10th.  

 
9.  RESOLUTION RE AMENDMENT TO THE 2017 MUNICIPAL BUDGET – PUBLIC HEARING AND 

ADOPTION – 5/10/17 @ 8 P.M. 7:30 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE 
HEARD (Requested by Auditor 4/19/17/Received from Auditor 4/20/17) 

 
   Motion of approval was made by Councilman Barad, seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.   

 
10a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
   Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item No. 18a was made by Councilman Barad, 

seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
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 RESOLUTIONS 
 
11. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE DECISION AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 4/12/17 TO 

WAIVE THE SIDEWALK REQUIREMENT OF CLOSTER CODE SECTION 171-29A(2) FOR 
PROPERTY AT 95 OAK STREET (13. M.L. 3/23/17 discussed at WS 4/12/17 / Received from Borough 
Attorney 4/20/17) 

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO CONTINUE PHASE II 

CONTAMINATION INVESTIGATION FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $16,220 (Received 
from Borough Attorney 4/20/17) 

   
13. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING DECISION AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 4/12/17 TO 

NAME THE BUZZONI TRAIL THE SOPHIE HEYMANN TRAIL (Received from Borough Attorney 
4/20/17) 

 
14. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING DECISION AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 4/12/17 TO 

NAME A CONSERVATION ZONE TRAIL THE ARTHUR FRANK GOLDBERG TRAIL (Received 
from Borough Attorney 4/20/17) 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF (INACTIVE/POCKET) 
PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSE NO. 0207-44-008-003 FROM THE GREAT 
ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC TEA CO. INC., DEBTOR IN POSSESSION TO CLOSTER WINE & 
SPIRITS, INC. 

 
16. RESOLUTION SETTING FEE OF $942.58 FOR SEWER SERVICE TO ALPINE PROPERTIES FOR 

CALENDAR YEAR 2017 (Received from Administrator’s Office 4/20/17) 
 
17. RESOLUTIONAUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF ONE DPW EMPLOYEE (CHRISTOPHER 

RILLEAU – SANITATION/COLLECTOR TIER 2, NON-CDL AT A SALARY OF $43,025.00 PER 
ANNUM PURSUANT TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH LOCAL 125 
TEAMSTERS, EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2017) Received from Administrator’s Office 4/20/17 

 
18. RESOLUTION GRANTING USE OF CLOSTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO BE UTILIZED BY 

BERGEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS FOR CLASSES ON MAY 4, 2017 
 
18a. *RESOLUTION (NO. 3) ESTABLISHING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET    
               APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2017 (Received from  Assistant CFO 4/26/17)   
  *REQUIRING 2/3 MAJORITY - TO BE VOTED UPON SEPARATELY* 
 

MOTIONS   
 
19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT THE  
 REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17:  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 
Planner to Implement 
Portions of the 2008 
Master Plan 

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA NO APPOINTMENT   1 Year 31-Dec-17 

       
20.        MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT  
        THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17: 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Health 
 

 

Alternate No. 2 Vacant NO APPOINTMENT   

2 Years 
Unexp. 

(Vacant) 31-Dec-17 
 
21. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 4/20/17) ABSTENTION:  DI DIO  
 

 a.      REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 12, 2017 
 b.      WORK SESSION HELD APRIL 12, 2017 
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 26, 2017 – 7:30 P.M.  

 
22.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S):  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Historian 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 

Zoning Board of Adjustment    

Alternate No. 3 

Mindy Rothbaum  
(Did not accept 
appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   2 Years  31-Dec-18                   

 
23. REPORTS 
 (None provided at the time of preparation of this Agenda) 
  
24. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
18a. *RESOLUTION (NO. 3) ESTABLISHING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET    
               APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2017 (Received from  Assistant CFO 4/26/17)  *REQUIRING  
    2/3 MAJORITY - TO BE VOTED UPON SEPARATELY* 
 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilman Barad and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

  
25.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
26.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
   In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Administrator advised that the signs for the trails 

would be determined after inspection of the areas in question. Borough Attorney noted that input from the 
Nature Center would be requested; and even though the Conservation Zone is not part of the Nature 
Center, they do oversee same.  

 
   Motion approving the following resolution at 8:55 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, 

seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
26a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.A.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), “Pending or anticipated litigation or contract 
negotiations”; and that the item under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at 
the conclusion of the matter which should be within 15 weeks.  

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
27.  ADJOURNMENT   
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:35 p.m. was made by Councilman Barad, seconded 

by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
         May 4, 2017 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held  
         May 10, 2017 
 
         _______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk 
 
 Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s 
 notes 
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held May 10, 2017 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 22a. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

  
WORK SESSION NOTES – APRIL 26, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
April 26, 2017. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star 
Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung  
    and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Auditor, Gary Vinci 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 

Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 

The following persons were absent: 
 Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
SOCCER PRESENTATION (Requested by Mayor Glidden’s office 4/24/17)  
 At this time, Mayor Glidden deviated from the Agenda and made a presentation to the Closter Boys 
Division 5 Indoor Soccer Team (Grades 3 and 4).   He explained that the boys play in the Pascack Valley 
Indoor Soccer League (PVISL) and won the championship in the Valley Division. The championship game 
against New Milford ended in a tie, they proceeded to a 5-minute sudden death overtime, which ended in a 
tie.  They then proceeded to a 5-man penalty shoot, which also ended in a tie.  From there, they moved to a 
sudden death shootout … and Closter won.  

Mayor Glidden and the team coach presented certificates to the players. The governing body and 
the public offered a round of applause. Mayor Glidden presented a soccer ball to the coach, Edgar Pena, in 
recognition of his 15 years of coaching.  

 
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF APRIL 13, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 1, 7a, and 12 were removed by Councilman Barad; 
Item No. 6 was removed by Councilwoman Chung.  
 
Item No. 1: Received 04/06/17, Dated 04/06/17 from Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. re Copies of e-mailed 
letters from Bruce A. Barton, Chairman, Bergen County Historic Preservation Advisory Board re: 
a. to Arthur Braun Dolson, Borough Administrator, informing that Closter Borough Hall has been selected 
to receive a 2017 Bergen County Historic Preservation Award in the “Restoration Project” category 
b. to Tim Adriance, Chair, Historic Preservation Commission informing that Closter Plaza “Dancing 
Diamonds” Sign and Edens Inc. has been selected to receive a 2017 Bergen County Historic Preservation 
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Award in the “Continuing Preservation or Use” category (Distributed to Mayor and Council 4/7/17) Copy 
to Historic Preservation Commission 
 Councilman Barad wanted to remind all of the Historic Preservation Awards to be held 5/4/17 in 
Englewood. Mayor Glidden regretted he would be out of town and asked Mayor Emeritus Heymann to 
attend and accept in his absence. Borough Administrator requested RSVP as soon as possible to himself or 
to Leslie (Weatherly) so they could respond. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 04/07/17, Dated 04/07/17 from Edward T. Rogan, Esq., Edward Rogan & Associates, 
LLC, to Loretta Castano re Letter from Donald J. Sears, Director of Law, Township of South Brunswick, to 
Members of the Consortium (re COAH) requesting an additional $1,000 to the Consortium (Distributed to 
Mayor and Council 4/7/17 – Requested by Borough Attorney 4/7/17) 
 Councilwoman Chung recalled this was a request for an additional $1,000 to help with the 
negotiation and asked for clarification if it was for the use of that case or the consortium.  Borough 
Attorney informed it is for South Brunswick directly to help with their case and it appears to be under the 
guise that somehow assisting them with their case would benefit the whole consortium. 
 
Item No. 7a: Received 04/07/17, Dated 04/07/17 from Michael J. Darcy, CAE, Executive Director, NJS 
League of Municipalities re Weekly Round Up: Weekly Update re: I. State Policy Issues; a. PFRS 
Legislation Update (Bill S-3040/A-99) (Copy to Chief Kaine, Pension Certifying Agent) 
 Councilman Barad voiced his understanding that up until now, there has been some balance as to 
how the PFRS retirement system has been run; and the new legislation would give more weight to the 
unions.  There is much less public representation; and taxpayers are affected by the decisions the Board 
would be able to make. He asked the Council members to review same to see if they would like to follow 
up on it. Councilwoman Latner noted she has read this several times and she agrees she would like to 
follow up and contact our Legislators to urge the opposition of this Bill. Borough Attorney informed he 
would prepare a Resolution for same. 
 
Item No. 12: Received 04/10/17, Dated 04/07/17 from Richard Loveless, Acting Manager, NJDOT Bureau 
of Local Aid – Newark, to Nick DeNicola, P.E., Boswell McClave Engineering; c: Borough Clerk re 
Notification of NJDOT Award Approval for Ver Valen Street (Section 2) 2016 Municipal Aid Program 
Project in the amount of $204,101.15, to American Asphalt and Milling Services, LLC, and informing the 
State will not participate in the costs related to Police Traffic Directors in the amount of $10,000 (Copy to 
Chief Kaine) 
 In answer to Councilman Barad, Borough Engineer informed this was our authorization to proceed. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF APRIL 20, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 6 was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item No. 
7 was removed by Councilman Barad. 

 
Item No. 6: Received 04/19/17, Dated 04/19/17 from Borough of Westwood Clerk to Bergen County 
Municipal Clerks re Resolution adopted 4/4/17 Opposing the MS4 Draft Renewal Permit (Copy to DPW 
Superintendent, Land Use Coordinator/Planning Board and Land Use Coordinator/Zoning Board of 
Adjustment) 
 Councilwoman Latner informed this pertained to storm water and the creation of a lot of 
requirements. She believed the DPW Committee would be meeting to discuss same; and she wanted 
Councilwoman Chung to be aware of same. 
 
Item No. 7: Received 04/20/17, Dated No Date from Yut’se O. Thomas, Director, Office of School Finance 
to County Boards of Taxation, Municipal Clerks, Board Secretaries/School Business Administrators, 
Executive County Superintendents re 2017-2018 Municipal Percentage Shares for Tax Levies for Regional 
School Districts and Districts Merged Pursuant to P.L. 2009, c.78 (Copy to Joseph Luppino, Maria 
Passafaro) 
 Councilman Barad noted this is the regional school tax levy distribution; and explained that Closter 
has a larger population; and, therefore, supports a larger tax levy.  
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5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of April 26, 2017)  
 
  Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to remove any item for discussion. 

Councilwoman Amitai referred to Item Nos. 13 and 14. Councilwoman Chung referred to Item No. 12. 
 

12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO CONTINUE PHASE II 
CONTAMINATION INVESTIGATION FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $16,220 (Received from 
Borough Attorney 4/20/17)  

  In answer to Councilwoman Chung, Borough Engineer said it is hoped that the risk analysis would 
mitigate a lot of the cleanup; and if it is low-level contamination, it would be left in place since it would be 
counter productive to ruin the wetlands.  

   
13. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING DECISION AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 4/12/17 TO NAME 

THE BUZZONI TRAIL THE SOPHIE HEYMANN TRAIL (Received from Borough Attorney 4/20/17) 
 Councilwoman Amitai suggested that Mayor Emeritus Sophie Heymann be invited to receive the 
award and Mrs. Goldberg to receive the following award. Mayor Glidden said that they would be invited to 
the next meeting and asked Borough Administrator to take care of same. 

   
14.      RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING DECISION AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 4/12/17 TO NAME 

A CONSERVATION ZONE TRAIL THE ARTHUR FRANK GOLDBERG TRAIL (Received from 
Borough Attorney 4/20/17) 

   
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
        

A.         FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (BARAD/DI DIO)  
  1) REPORT RE CLOSTER WEBSITE – Councilman Yammarino reported the 2017 
Municipal Budget has been amended and the Administrator informed him it was a .00189% change. Even 
though it is very small, it postpones adoption of the Budget until the 5/10/17 meeting.  
  2) REPORT – Regarding Historic Preservation Commission, Mr. Yammarino reported they 
received responses from eight (8) qualified individuals for the historic preservation plan and the Borough 
Administrator is reviewing same. The Commission has requested that the Chairman and one of the 
professionals be included in the review. No objections were voiced to same. 

              
 B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (DI DIO/CHUNG) 
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Latner was pleased to report there was a lot of recognition in 

the past month at Northern Valley Regional High School/Demarest. She reminded the Police Department 
did a public safety drill on 4/13/17 and expressed that the Temple was very grateful to be included. Noting 
that the Chief was not present, she reminded the DEA Operation Take Back for used and expired drugs is 
scheduled for Saturday, 4/29/17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at headquarters parking lot.  

  Councilwoman Latner was pleased to report the Library already has a lot of enrollment for their 
Spring program; and several new adult programs are underway. Joel Zelnik will be honoring one-time 
Closter resident Bill Evans. Mrs. Latner reported there was a Library Strategic Planning meeting last week 
with the Library’s Executive Director, Leslie Berger. They discussed future needs with the generator being 
installed. Triple A and Hackensack Medical Center will be hosting an event for Seniors at the Library on 
proper vehicle adjustment and safety. Ruth Rando reached out and included St. Mary’s because they need 
the use of the parking lot; and three dates in September are being planned. 

  At this time, Councilwoman Chung informed the Police Department offered a ride to school as part 
of the PTO’s auction items, and the Lee family won that prize. For two days Mrs. Lee’s sons were picked 
up and driven to school by an Officer and one of the days was one of the children’s birthday and the 
reaction was priceless.  
 At this time, Mayor Glidden wanted to remind all that this Saturday is Closter Clean-Up Day. 
Residents can go to either Borough Hall or the Nature Center at 10 a.m. and they will give you all the 
equipment you will need and the event runs until 2 p.m. He said he participated the last several years; and it 
is a rewarding feeling to clean up the town; and all ages are welcome. 
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
 C. PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (LATNER/AMITAI)  
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Chung informed the DPW Committee did not have a chance to 

meet this month; therefore, no report was provided.  
 

 At this time, Councilman Barad recalled that a few meetings ago, when it was still snowing, there 
were conversations about snow on the corners; and noted DPW Superintendent has not come to any of the 
meetings. Mrs. Chung informed the Committee would be meeting this week; and she will definitely put it 
on the agenda for discussion. Dr. Barad feels we really need input because the snow is piling up on the 
corners and business owners are responsible; and the two things are working against each other. He 
strongly feels this needs to be discussed further. 

       
 D. ORDINANCES - BARAD (YAMMARINO/AMITAI) 
  1) REPORT RE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Barad reported 

there was a brief Ordinance Committee meeting yesterday and it was mentioned Councilman Yammarino 
was concerned about snow that was plowed onto his front lawn. Dr. Barad said Chief Kaine provided a 
sample ordinance that states it is illegal to take your snow and dump it on somebody else’s property. He 
said we will insert this into an existing ordinance and same should be introduced at the 5/10/17 meeting. 
 Dr. Barad reminded the revisions to the Administrator ordinance have been in process for quite 
some time and what they wanted to do was simplify it and have it refer to a job description that will be kept 
on file and that would give it more flexibility. He voiced his opinion the Human Resources Committee did 
a great job description and made the ordinance simpler. This will be introduced at the 5/10/17 meeting.  
 At this time, Councilman Barad extended congratulations to Steve Isaacson in the audience for the 
Northern Valley Earth Fair and its success. He voiced his opinion it was great to have Mr. Isaacson’s 
presence at a very positive day. Councilman Barad welcomed the Boy Scouts present in the audience and 
congratulated them on working on their Merit Badges. 

  2) REPORT – Dr. Barad wanted to remind that Arbor Day would take place at Hillside 
School at 10 a.m. and Tenakill School at 1 p.m. on Friday, 4/28/17.  

 
E.          HUMAN RESOURCES - DI DIO (CHUNG/LATNER) 
 1) REPORT RE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Di Dio reported 
the Human Resources Committee met last month and discussed job descriptions which were referred to 
Councilman Barad and are moving forward.  

  2) REPORT – Mr. Di Dio informed he had nothing further to report.  
 
 F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (BARAD/YAMMARINO) 
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Amitai reported there was discussion at the last Planning Board 

meeting with Engineer Pete Ten Kate, in Mr. DeNicola’s absence, regarding opening of roads after the 
Borough has paved them. They wanted him to weigh in on same to the Ordinance Committee as to the best 
way to handle it such as changing it to paving curb to curb. Mr. DeNicola explained the problem with the 
trenches isn’t the pavement; it’s the contractors not packing the trench up properly or taking shortcuts. He 
voiced his opinion that even if they changed it to paving curb to curb, the trench will still settle and the 
problem will still exist. An inspection should be done by the DPW or Borough Engineer or whomsoever to 
ensure the contractor is packing the trench properly. In answer to Mrs. Amitai, he explained the DPW is in 
charge of Road Opening Permits, though he is not sure of the process. He informed he would investigate 
same and get back to her. Mrs. Amitai noted the Borough Engineer participates in inspections for other 
things as necessary; and suggested the same in this case. Mr. DeNicola said the Borough should not be 
bearing the cost for those services – the Applicant should be. Councilman Barad asked the Borough 
Engineer to provide notes with his comments regarding same; and said one of the thoughts is extending the 
period from two to three years.  

 
  Councilwoman Amitai reported the Planning Board will not meet this week. A new attorney to the 

Board will be joining soon; and Mayor Glidden voiced his understanding that it will be the May meeting.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – APRIL 26, 2017 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
 F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (BARAD/YAMMARINO) (Continued) 
 

 Mrs. Amitai reported the Building Department will be meeting shortly with the new Construction 
Official John Peters. The employees in the Department are very happy so far. In regards to the Zoning 
Officer’s recent retirement, Mrs. Amitai requested the Borough Administrator run an ad for same through 
the League of Municipalities as Mr. Peters is currently serving as Acting Zoning Officer. 
 
 Regarding the Mitchell Humphreys system, Paul and Rose need further information regarding how 
to use the system, not in terms of the Building Department, but in terms of the Boards and Commissions 
they serve. The Committee would like to make that happen, so the system can be fully utilized. She recalled 
when the system was originally installed, the representatives from Mitchell Humphreys came and provided 
hands-on training; and she asked how to make that happen again. Dr. Barad agreed that when you first use 
a program, you really don’t know; but now that they have some experience, they could use it for other 
functions of the program and get more mileage out of it. Borough Administrator informed there were two 
parts to this. The first is that we pay for that service and the company is not really providing it. Secondly, 
he is working very hard to get different representatives from the company to provide support to the 
Borough because the ones we have had so far have not worked out well with our staff. We have withheld 
payment until this gets resolved; and our current contract is up on 5/1/17. Mr. Dolson explained an issue in 
viewing the program and the company claims that no other users have this issue but the screens are not 
readable. He asked for a list of towns in Bergen County who have the program, and he will reach out to 
them to see if they have the same problem, and if they like the program or not. If they do not have the issue, 
he feels he would have proof that there was a problem with the installation. Mrs. Amitai thanked him for 
staying on top of same. He noted part of the problem is that the company is in Missouri and the sales 
representatives are in New York; and they seem to not even realize there is a two-hour time difference over 
here where they make an appointment for 3 p.m. in Missouri where it is 5 p.m. here; and everyone has 
already gone home. 
 
 Councilwoman Amitai referred to the Code Enforcement regarding flag signs and reported that Jim 
Whitney is doing a great job with that inasmuch as some signs have been coming down. Two came down, 
notices were sent and doors have been knocked on; and there seems to be one establishment giving a little 
bit of a hard time; but that sign will be corrected and they are staying on top of that.  
 Mrs. Amitai reported a new boutique called Ruby and Jenna will be coming to the Plaza soon. The 
Building Department has been very busy with new construction; and the Plaza has a lot of establishments 
with outdoor seating. Starbucks looks amazing and there are beautiful plantings for their buffer. Mrs. 
Amitai was pleased to report Jack (Peters) has been very busy.  
 
 The Improvement Commission has been looking at the Borough property between The Empty Vase 
and they have a few ideas of things they would like to see. They’d like curb installed and to see a parking 
place on Closter Dock Road. In answer to the Mayor she said there is only a driveway there right now and 
someone uses it to park their car or van which is a problem. They would like to see signage such as This 
Way to the North Parking Lot or Shopper’s Parking This Way. After the Hoe Down, they will be 
discussing same further to determine how best to improve the area and who will pick up the cost. 
 Mrs. Amitai said the Commission thought it would be wonderful if the Mayor would be the Sheriff 
and the Council the Deputies. They are hoping everyone will show up and play this role. She said they 
hoped it would generate interest; and they could have the Ambulance come to the field and the EMT’s 
come out wearing bandanas when the doors open. Councilman Barad offered to bring the idea to the next 
Ambulance Corps meeting. 
 
 Regarding the Parking Authority, Mrs. Amitai asked the Borough Engineer if he would be able to 
include the sidewalk for proposed commuter parking on Third Street in this road program. Mr. DeNicola 
explained it would not be in the Vervalen Street project but would be included in the next Borough Road 
Program; and he informed it would not be this Summer. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough 
Attorney informed he needed additional details to draft a Resolution regarding same.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
 F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (BARAD/YAMMARINO) (Continued) 

 
 At this time, Councilman Di Dio referred to Mrs. Amitai’s comment that someone was illegally 
parking, and asked why the regulations of the Borough are not being enforced. Borough Attorney voiced 
his understanding they are being enforced but they are using it during the day; and after the Police brought 
it to their attention they move the vehicles off the street at night. In response to Mr. Di Dio, he informed 
they could park there as it is the same as any other side street; and they are abiding by the ordinance as 
written. Mrs. Amitai explained putting in a curb there would alleviate that problem. The Borough Engineer 
explained the curb and sidewalk would be to provide a path for people using the commuter parking area to 
get down to the bus stop. The sidewalk on Closter Dock Road is from the paper street that is Third Street 
down to Piermont Road.  
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden informed there is a ribbon cutting ceremony for Orangetheory Fitness 
at 5 p.m. and they plan to have a great party with refreshments. 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS    
  

a. DISCUSSION WITH DPW SUPT. RE FOLLOWING ITEMS (Requested by Mayor Glidden  
      @WS 3/22/17/Carried from WS 4/12/17: 
 1) SNOW REMOVAL 
 2) RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH ADDITIONAL LIGHTING 
 3) PONDING ON VER VALEN STREET 
 
 Borough Administrator reported that he is in the midst of negotiating and settling the final 
submission of the engineering proposal for the Phase 2 lighting for Ruckman Park and still closing out 
Phase 1. The ponding on Vervalen Street would be taken care of when paved.  

 
b. THIRD STREET COMMUTER PARKING – PAVING, LIGHTING AND SIDEWALKS   

                   (Discussed at WS 4/12/17)  
 

 At this time, Councilwoman Amitai referred to Chestnut Street and noted that she had been given a 
petition relative to the traffic at rush hour; and she provided same to the Borough Administrator so that he 
could review same with the Police Department. Borough Administrator said if traffic control is necessary, 
the County would be involved.  
  
 At this time, Councilman Barad referred to the grates around the trees downtown which have been 
completed and the pavers reset. Councilwoman Amitai noted that they did an amazing job but some pavers 
are missing.   
 
 At this time, Councilwoman Latner referred to Earth Day and asked that one of the cards she 
obtained relative to Northern Valley Green Way be placed on the website. Work is being done to convert 
the old railroad tracks into trails from Tenafly to Northvale. Councilman Barad said you can go to the 
website and vote; and Councilwoman Chung said you can vote every day. Mayor Glidden advised the 
public to go from Oak Tree north toward Sparkill to see where an old railroad bed has been converted into 
a trail. Councilwoman Chung said it is hoped that the two trails can be connected in the future.  
 
 Councilwoman Chung said a suggestion was received from a resident that a hoe down showdown 
barbeque competition be considered that would be judged by a panel of judges. Councilwoman Amitai 
pointed out that insurance (certificates) and hold harmless agreements are necessary and seem to interfere 
with proposals. Borough Attorney said if it is individuals rather than companies, that would be different; 
and could be under the Borough’s JIF policy. He asked that the information be provided to him so that he 
could consult with the JIF.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – APRIL 26, 2017 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 
9. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT (PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
 Steve Isaacson, 97 Columbus Avenue, said that the Borough would have to deal with the Health 

Department relative to the barbecue. Mr. Isaacson referred to the D’Angelo’s Farm in Dumont that is being 
tested for pesticides; and he suggested that the Trautwein Farm also be tested before any development. 
Since there is no application pending, Borough Attorney said we cannot arbitrarily ask that property be 
tested. He explained that if an Application is filed, it is only for development not an environmental study. 
He is not sure but does not believe it can be a requirement of the Board for approval of an application. They 
could go through that when they purchase the property or maybe they already have one as part of their due 
diligence prior to purchasing it. 

 
 Mr. Isaacson questioned the proposal of turning the alley way into a pocket park; and Councilwoman 

Amitai said the Closter Improvement Commission is still discussing same. Mr. Isaacson referred to the 
historic designation of the Closter Plaza sign; and Mayor Glidden noted that Edens has a plan to refurbish 
same and leave it up. Mr. Isaacson said there is a rumor that Whole Foods may get sold to Albertsons. He 
questioned if anyone contacted the County relative to paving the railroad crossing at Closter Dock Road; 
and Borough Administrator advised that the County has said they would not stop us if we did it since they 
have no paving plans for the crossing. At this point we are unofficially evaluating the possibility of having 
something done while we repair another road. Mr. Isaacson asked if there was an update of the traffic 
signal at Vervalen Street and Piermont Road; and Borough Engineer said the matter is still being worked on 
by the County; and the County has a plan to install a crosswalk. The owner of the Ondine’s site will be 
submitting a traffic study to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for transmittal to the County.   

 
  Mr. Isaacson, as a member of the Environmental Commission, thanked everyone, especially Arthur 

Dolson and Leslie Weatherly, for inspiring the Northern Valley Earth Fair to become a not-for-profit 
organization to raise more money; and he cited the 6 towns that have been involved in this undertaking. He 
said the turnout was great and he thanked the DPW, Police Department and the Ambulance Corps for their 
participation in addition to St. Mary’s for use of their parking lot. He also thanked Stop and Shop for their 
$1,000 donation to the Earth Fair.  

 
  Relative to the intersection of Vervalen Street and Piermont Road, Borough Administrator noted 

that he was successful in getting Rockland Electric to upgrade the lighting at that corner; so it is much 
brighter at night and you can see the traffic and pedestrians much better.  

 
 Daniel Nam, 13 Arthur Court, referred to the school water fountain which he felt may be contaminated due 

to an unsafe taste. He requested an upgrade of the water fountains and noted that some of the children 
forget to bring water and need to be hydrated during the day. Mayor Glidden thanked him for his request 
and said there is a separate school board that has responsibility for the facilities.  He asked the young man 
to read that request at the next School Board meeting; but in the meantime, he said he would speak to them.  
 

10. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
11. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – APRIL 26, 2017 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:36 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded 
 by Councilwoman Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 

 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  

on May 4, 2017 for approval at  
the Regular Meeting to be held  
May 10, 2017 
 

 
        ____________________________ 
        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC  
and Arlene M. Corvelli, RMC, utilizing  
recording and Borough Clerk’s  

 notes    
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held May 10, 2017 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 22b. 
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